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2008 – A year of exciting 
achievements 

hub will be hosted by the Regional Universities Forum 
for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) based 
at Makerere University in Uganda. It will be launched in 
2009 and will undertake a range of capacity enhancing 
activities  together with regional partners, thus conferring 
a greater benefit in  the region. 

There was an important milestone in November 2008 
when the Chair of our Board of Trustees, Dr Pierre Roger 
(France) handed over the gavel to Prof Ana María Cetto 
(Mexico). Pierre has led the Board of Trustees for the 
past four years with great competence and enthusiasm. 
We miss him now, but are reassured of his continued 
support as honorary senior adviser. Ana María will take 
up her position as Chair of the Board as of January 2009. 
She will lead IFS through a challenging period when an 
external evaluation takes place and the guidelines for a 
new five-year programme are mapped out. 

It is with deepest gratitude that I thank our outgoing 
trustees Dr Oumar Niangado, Dr Ting Kueh Soon and 
Prof Bo Mattiasson, who have tirelessly served our Board. 
I thank them both for their dedication and commitment 
to strengthening IFS. 

This Annual Report shows the diversity of IFS activities 
and partners. A selection of ongoing research projects is 
summarised, indicating the wide variety of scientific topics 
which IFS grantees pursue. We also focus on the role of 
scientific advisers, our most precious intellectual resource, 
which makes the IFS granting scheme so outstanding. 

I take this opportunity to thank everybody who has 
contributed to the IFS programme in 2008. I wish you 
an interesting read.

The year 2008 was the third 
year of our current five-year 
programme and another 
record year in terms of achieve-
ments. The level of activity 
was very high in terms of the 
number of young scientists 
supported in various ways: 
research grants, courses in 
research skills, relevant the-
matic issues, science com-
munication, and leadership, 
and individual mentorship 

through visits to advanced laboratories, and much 
appreciated critique of research proposals. All in all, we 
provided some 2500 young scientists with a wide range 
of supporting measures. We are grateful to all the donors 
who made these achievements possible. 

IFS embarked on two major new projects during 
the year. One was the scientific equipment procurement 
project, for which fifteen universities in Africa were 
audited and five universities were selected. These five 
will be equipped and strengthened in their equipment 
management strategies, and training will be provided for 
users and technicians. The second project was the African 
Women in Agricultural Research and Development pro-
gramme (AWARD), a collaborative initiative comprising  
a comprehensive programme designed to build up and 
mobilise the pool of talented African women in agricul-
tural sciences.

IFS also took the crucial decision to establish its 
presence in Africa in the form of a regional ‘hub’. The IFS 
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Michael Ståhl
Director

Message from the Director

Michael Ståhl
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Pierre Roger
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Pierre Roger
Chair of the IFS Board of Trustees 2004-2008

I had my first contact with IFS in 1979 when, while posted 
at the International Rice Research Institute, I shared 
an office with an IFS grantee, Dr Kulasooriya, from Sri 
Lanka. He became a great scientific partner and a friend 
with whom I co-authored a book on cyanobacteria. Later 
on,   Dr Kulasooriya was made Dean of the University of 
Peradeniya. He is a good example of the many successful 
grantees that IFS has identified and helped to become 
established scientists. At around this time I became an IFS 
adviser. Over the course of the years I acquired a better 
understanding of the specific problems encountered by 
young scientists from the South, and of the activities 
developed by IFS to assist them.

I joined the IFS Board in 2001, when the Third IFS 
External Evaluation was published under the title “Mobi-
lising Scientists for Development: A Precious Mission in 
a Changing Context”. A major consequence of this was 
the definition of an overall mission that broadened the 
working field of grantees. The year 2002 was very impor-
tant for IFS as we welcomed our new Director, Dr Michael 
Ståhl. With his thirty years of experience in international 
development cooperation and with the support from the 
staff and the Board, he rapidly generated new ideas about 
the future development of IFS. In the 30 years that had 
passed since IFS was founded, many developing countries 
had acquired advanced scientific institutions. Also, many 
aid organisations and scientific institutions had started 
their own programmes of research and capacity building 
in the developing world. IFS had to reconsider its policy 
and initiated a longer-term-oriented strategic thinking. In 
2004 the decision was made to award about 70 percent of 
research grants to low-income countries with a vulnerable 
scientific infrastructure. These are now the IFS “Priority 
Countries”. This change in policy placed yet more empha-
sis on young scientists in the scientifically less-developed 
parts of the world, a situation that even today continues 
to pose novel challenges and demands new approaches.

In 2006, IFS launched a five-year programme after 

extensive consultations with 
its stakeholders and donors. 
The consensus was that IFS 
should continue the competi-
tive research grants scheme, 
focus on young scientists in 
priority countries and strive 
to make every grant count by 
offering capacity-strengthen-
ing support to grantees and 
potential applicants in the 
form of workshops, courses 
and mentorship. This is the 
Capacity Enhancing Pro-
gramme which is now being implemented. 

Looking ahead, the IFS mission continues to be 
highly relevant. The challenge for IFS will be to show 
that high standards in scientific research can be achieved 
by young scientists in less endowed environments if they 
are encouraged and provided with grants and capacity 
enhancing support. I have no doubt that IFS will continue 
to successfully fulfil this task. IFS is fortunate in that it 
can rely on the solid experience of its corps of Scientific 
Advisers, the experience, professionalism and outstand-
ing dedication of its Director and staff, the commitment 
and participation of its Donors and the dedication of its 
highly competent Board.

IFS, an organisation always 
‘on the move’

Message from the Chair
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Supporting science where it counts
Strengthening knowledge, skills and capacity

When IFS was founded in the early 1970s, its objective 
was to enhance  scientific capacity in developing coun-
tries by supporting the research of promising young 
scientists. And while the countries eligible for support 
today may have changed, the scientific landscape grown, 
and research fields developed, our objective remains the 
same: to support promising young researchers in biologi-
cal and water resource management with research grants 
and capacity enhancing activities that can boost scientific 
development and sustainable progress within their home 
countries and, ultimately, facilitate development and help 
alleviate poverty.

Another early objective was to prevent the brain drain, 
which was, and still is, a critical problem in  developing 
countries, symptomatic of a vulnerable scientific infra-
structure and lack of local and international support 
for research development. IFS has been instrumental in 
upholding this objective over the years – the vast majority 
of our grantees remain working in their home countries.

IFS believes that science is instrumental to achieving 
the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs*). Only 
science and technology can accelerate progress towards 
the MDGs. For IFS, this is particularly true of eradicating 
extreme hunger and poverty, promoting gender equality 
and empowering women (highlighting the importance 
of encouraging more women in science), ensuring envi-
ronmental stability, developing a global partnership for 
development, and combating malaria and other diseases.

Global climate change is placing increasing pres-
sure upon the world’s ecosystems and exacerbating the 
traditional problems of water availability and food secu-
rity – especially in developing countries. IFS is tackling 
the complex area of climate change through its existing 
programme areas. While IFS has never driven a research 
agenda for its grantee constituency, the new challenges 
mean that certain areas of research are so overwhelm-
ingly critical that IFS encourages applications in those 
areas today. 

To support the capacity development of researchers 
in such complex times and regional situations, IFS col-
laborates closely with partner organisations whose visions, 
objectives, strategies and delivery platforms align closely 
with our own. In this way, IFS can leverage the greatest 
training support for its constituency with limited funds.

To ensure that the research supported by IFS is region-
ally and scientifically relevant, sound and feasible, we are 
supported by a vast, global network of professional scien-
tific advisers – all experts in their own field. This network 
is the keystone to upholding quality and objectivity.

IFS supports young scientists in developing countries 
in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, and Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Support includes research grants and capacity 
enhancing activities such as feedback on research propos-
als, scientific counselling, hands-on training in thematic 
workshops, research skills courses, mentorship, training 
visits to advanced laboratories, training courses in service 
and maintenance of equipment as well as assistance in 
purchasing scientific equipment and supplies.

Fig. 1  Geographic distribution of IFS Research Grants 
2004-2008

*  For explanation of all acronyms, see list of acronyms, 
page 33.
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IFS research grants – vital funding

One of IFS’ core activities is its competitive research grants 
scheme, which provides financial support to promising 
young scientists. This scheme provides funding at a critical 
point in researchers’ careers, enabling them to conduct 
vital research in their home countries, increasing their 
opportunities to secure further funding in the future, and 
helping to prevent the brain drain.

Grants of up to USD 12,000 are given for research 
projects on the sustainable use, management and conser-
vation of biological and water resources and can be used 

Fig. 3  Percentage of IFS Research Grants awarded to 
scientists in the IFS priority countries compared to other 
eligible countries, 2004–2008.

Country eligibility for IFS Research 
Grants

Countries which are eligible for IFS support are defined 
using indicators for assessment of their economic devel-
opment and scientific infrastructure.

Researchers based at institutions in the following 
categories of countries are, in principle, eligible to apply 
for IFS grants: 

Low Income Countries (LIC), Lower Middle Income 
Countries (LMIC) as well as some Upper Middle Income 
Countries (UMIC) (those with a below-average GNI/Capita 
of that category of countries). 

IFS gives priority to research applications of satisfac-
tory scientific quality from researchers based in countries 
classified as LICs and LMICs. This category includes most 
countries in Sub-Saharan Africa and some in Latin America 
and Asia. The rationale for this policy is that researchers 
based in UMICs have, in general, much better access to 
national research funding and infrastructure than their 
colleagues in LICs and LMICs.

Fig. 2  Percentage of IFS Research Grants awarded to 
women

for equipment, literature and other supplies. During the 
research period – a maximum of three grants, each 1-3 
years long – IFS supports grantees with capacity enhancing 
activities, as described later in this report.

Applications are reviewed twice a year, with every 
application being objectively reviewed on average by 
five international scientific experts from the IFS adviser 
network. This unique and thorough process ensures that 
each proposal is scientifically sound, feasible and relevant 
to the scientific field and country in question. Advisers 
are also asked to provide a brief constructive critique of 
every proposal, which is conveyed to the applicant. In this 
way, unsuccessful applicants with good potential have 
concrete guidance to help them develop their proposals 
for resubmission.

In 2008, 1,200 applications were received and 265 
new grants were awarded (for geographic distribution, 
see Fig. 1). Eighty-seven grants, a little more than 30% 
of the total, went to women scientists (see Fig. 2). More 
than 70% of approved grants went to researchers from IFS 
priority countries (see Fig. 3).

IFS also takes into consideration the scientific infra-
structure of countries and gives priority to countries where 
scientists, who are at the beginning of their research 
career, have difficulty in accessing research funds and 
research tools.

IFS aims to allocate at least 70% of the research grants 
to scientists from its priority countries.
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Much research is being done on traditional medicines 
which can be purchased in markets in many developing 
countries.
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Selected research projects from 2008

A full list of IFS research grants awarded in 2008 is to be 
found in Appendix 1. Below are highlights of the research 
projects that directly relate to improving the quality of life 
by working towards the MDGs.

Food security and nutrition

In support of MDG1 – Eradicate extreme poverty and 
hunger, IFS funds much-needed research in agricultural 
sciences, including crop development, pest control and 
soil fertility. Topics include the exploitation of traditional 
grains and methods to maximise bioavailability of nutri-
ents. Research on such topics holds the key to developing 
sustainable agricultural practices in order to maximise 
food security for  growing populations in developing 
countries.

Improving the nutritional status of rural populations in 
Benin through locally produced cowpea-based foods to 
strengthen food sovereignty
The cowpea is frequently consumed in Benin due to its 
high protein content, but little local nutritional data is 
available on the legume. Mr Yann Madode is studying 
the nutritional values of the locally-produced cowpea 
and cowpea-based products in Benin, and the effect of 
such processing upon mineral availability. The study 
will assist in nutrition intervention programmes, policy-
making, informing consumers and setting future scientific 
research priorities.

Iron and zinc bioavailability of fonio porridge to Malian 
women using an extrinsic tag method
Iron is vital to the human diet, but simply consuming 
iron-rich foods is not necessarily sufficient. Fonio (Digi-
taria exilis) is an ancient indigenous cereal consumed in 
West Africa. It is reported to be rich in iron, but its iron 
bioavailability has not been well investigated and it may 
be chelated due to the presence of phytic acid within the 
grain. The research of Ms Nadia Fogny Fanou will deter-
mine the phytic acid content and activity of fonio alone 
and with the addition of wheat grains and flours, which 
can degrade the phytate under certain conditions. The aim 
of her research is to develop new fonio porridge recipes, 
which improve the bioavailability of iron for women.

Feed selection and dietary preferences of woody plant spe-
cies by goats on a natural pasture in Ninh Thuan Province 
in the central regions of Vietnam
High food production and environmental protection are 
not mutually exclusive. The research of Ms Van Do Thi 
Thanh focuses on the feed selection and dietary prefer-
ences of plant species by goats on a natural pasture in 
Ninh Thuan Province. The objective of the project is to 
provide vital information necessary to implement meas-
ures to protect natural pastures and improve goat produc-
tion. The study will enable optimal forage allocation for 
goats, the appropriate management of overgrazed pasture, 
and the identification of important browse species.

Traditional medicines – from plant to product

Leishmaniasis and malaria are endemic public health 
problems in many developing countries. Few effective 
treatments exist, and available treatments are expensive, 
and therefore beyond the reach of most people. Alternative 
treatments are critically needed and traditional medicines 
based on plants offer a potential for the development of 
new, effective, safe and cost effective treatments. Assess-
ing the quality of existing plant-derived products as well 
as evaluating their safety and effectiveness is also of great 
importance. The following projects strongly support work-
ing towards  MDG6 – Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and 
other diseases, in the search for innovative treatments to 
combat these diseases.

I F S  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 0 86
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Rice forms the staple diet in many developing countries and a number of IFS Grantees are 
involved with different aspects of rice research.

Leishmanicidal activity of natural products from the Yuca-
tan peninsula
This research project is the third granted to Dr Manuel 
Chan-Bacab within the field of natural products with the 
potential to treat leishmaniasis. In previous projects, a 
range of products from traditional Mayan medicine were 
identified as having possible activity against leishmaniasis. 
The current project aims to further examine the leishm-
anicidal potential of pure and semi-synthetic compounds 
derived from these extracts. 

Investigation of antiplasmodial properties of some Kenyan 
medicinal plants
Ms Beatrice Irungu’s research will investigate the in vivo 
antiplasmodial properties of medicinal plants, which have 
demonstrated good effects in preliminary in vitro studies. 
The study will also investigate the efficacy and safety of 
the plants with a view to developing an effective natural 
antimalarial medicine. The study also aims to contribute 
to forming a basis for future clinical trials.

Biodiversity and environmental change

In an environment dominated by population growth, 
urbanisation, industrialisation and climate change, 

ecosystems and natural resources have never been under 
greater pressure. In line with MDG7 – Ensure environ-
mental stability, these issues are at the heart of much of 
the research supported by IFS.

Wetlands
Wetlands are an important habitat for hundreds of species 
of waterfowl as well as many other birds, fish, mammals 
and insects. Wetlands also prevent soil erosion, buffer 
bodies of water from potentially damaging land activities 
such as agriculture, and remove and store greenhouse 
gases from the Earth’s atmosphere, slowing the onset of 
global warming. IFS is thus keen to support science in 
this field.

An assessment of greenhouse gas emissions from seasonal 
wetlands (dambos) of Central Zimbabwe and the effects 
of their cultivation on greenhouse gas production
In recent years, the cultivation of wetlands (dambos) 
in Zimbabwe and other southern African countries has 
increased significantly, which alters the soil’s carbon reten-
tion properties. These wetlands are therefore projected to 
become a significant source of greenhouse gases (GHGs). 
The research of Mr George Nyamadzawo will measure GHG 
emissions from two areas with differing soil types, provid-
ing the first dataset of this kind from dambos in Zimbabwe.

I F S  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 0 8 7



Coral reefs are important marine ecosystems not only 
providing critical habitats for a wide range of marine 
organisms, but also playing a role in nutrient recycling and 
coastal protection.

The Mekong delta in Vietnam is an agricultural “water-
world” where the livelihoods of the people are intimately 
connected with water management, food production and 
conservation issues.
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Institutional arrangements for sustainable governance of 
wetlands in the face of environmental change: the case of 
Zimbabwe 
Mr Admire Chereni’s research will study and analyse the 
drivers of wetland degradation, and the arrangements, 
processes and responses at different social and institu-
tional levels to deal with them. The project will focus on 
two areas with varying levels of water scarcity within the 
catchment through quantitative and participatory meth-
ods, to observe how the social and institutional levels 
interact to shape governance outcomes in wetlands-based 
socio-ecological systems. The study will contribute to the 
economy of practical knowledge for redesigning robust 
and appropriate institutions to confront unsustainable 
shifts in wetlands resilience.

Rainfall variability: implications for communities’ liveli-
hoods and water resources in Simiyu catchment, Lake Vic-
toria Basin, Tanzania
The wetlands in Simiyu catchment are among the most 
important ecosystems in the Lake Victoria basin, providing 
water for fishing, irrigation, livestock and other socio-
economic activities. But the region is increasingly experi-
encing changes due to a combination of human activities 
and climate variability, with negative consequences for 
community livelihoods and aquatic biodiversity. The 
main objective of Ms Madaka Tumbo’s research is to 
compare the impacts of spatial and temporal rainfall 
variability on upstream and downstream communities, 
and assess the latter’s coping and adaptation strategies. 
The research will contribute to the National Adaptation 
Program of Action for Climate Change.

Marine environment – conservation and sustainable 
development.
Ensuring the sustainable management and conservation 
of marine and coastal environments and their resources 
is key to the quality of life of coastal communities which 
depend on these ecosystems for their livelihoods. Coral 
reefs are important marine ecosystems not only providing 
critical habitats for a wide range of marine organisms, 
but also playing a role in nutrient recycling and coastal 
protection and contributing to income generation and 
providing food safety and security. Coral reefs have shown 
to be prone to destruction due to over-exploitation and 
habitat degradation. IFS supports projects aiming at 
understanding the many factors associated with coral reef 
ecosystems and their importance to society.

The management of this marine environment in Tanzania 
includes commercial production of seaweeds. The condi-
tions for growing and harvesting of seaweeds were the 
topic for an IFS project already in the 1970s.
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Biodiversity is currently an important issue in many coun-
tries eligible for IFS research grants. Many species are 
threatened, and many even undocumented.
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Coral morphology and geochemical proxies as an archive 
for environmental changes
The coral reef complex of the Seribu Islands in Jakarta 
Bay, Indonesia is the subject of Dr Sri Cahyarini’s research 
into the environmental impact of both natural influences 
and human activities. The corals and surrounding marine 
environment will be studied to examine the effects of 
river run-off, sedimentation and pollutants as well as the 
effect of numerous El Niño events in recent decades. The 
study comprises both environmental and socio-economic 
aspects, and will help guide sustainable development and 
conservation in the area.  

Forestry biodiversity and conservation
Forest ecosystems are among the most important ecosys-
tems on Earth.  Not only are they important for main-
taining biological complexity and ecological stability, 
they also offer numerous services to human populations 
at various economic levels. They are highly sensitive to 
natural and man-made changes including global climate 
change. In recognition of the foregoing, IFS accepts sci-
entific research proposals dealing with the sustainable 
management of forest resources.

The diversity of woodland tree species in Tanzania and 
their contribution to local communities’ livelihoods 
The research of Mr Marco Njana combines a forest inven-
tory with social science input. The study will assess the 
diversity and stocking of tree and shrub species in the 
Miombo Woodland of the Urumwa Forest Reserve in 
Tabora, Tanzania, and their contribution to the livelihoods 
of local communities. Data will primarily be collected 
through forest inventories, household surveys, Partici-
patory Rural Appraisal and checklists, and will include 
ecological, socio-economic and livelihood data. Such data 
will be of great value in the sustainable management of 
the Miombo Woodlands.

Evaluating the impact of human disturbance on the bio-
diversity of the Banco National Park in the Ivory Coast 
using ants as biological indicators 
The Banco National Park in the Ivory Coast is home to a 
number of threatened species including birds, chimpan-
zees and trees. However, the park is subject to increasing 
urban pressure. Dr Kolo Yeo will study the diversity, 
abundance and structure of ant societies in the park as 
markers relating to human disturbance. The results are 
expected to help strengthen the case for enforcing con-
servation of the area.

I F S  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 0 8 9



Three participants at a workshop on research proposal 
writing held in Nairobi, Kenya, in April 2008. The workshop 
was organised in collaboration with INASP.
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Capacity enhancing support for 
professional  development

Research grants alone are not enough for scientists to 
develop the necessary skills required to identify, conduct 
and disseminate meaningful research. With this in mind, 
IFS bridges the knowledge gap through capacity enhanc-
ing support in a number of formats, particularly aimed 
at young scientists in countries where the scientific infra-
structure is most vulnerable. Support is not limited to 
grantees, but also includes a significant number of young 
researchers who have not yet been successful in obtaining 
a grant but nonetheless display great promise.  

Capacity enhancing support covers a wide range 
of activities, including feedback on research proposals, 
scientific counselling, hands-on work in thematic work-
shops, visits to advanced scientific institutions, training 
in research skills, and training or assistance related to 
purchasing and service of scientific equipment.

IFS capacity enhancing support is demand-driven and 
addresses issues of regional concern. The complexity of 
regional situations requires a flexible and genuinely col-
laborative approach in developing the scientific capacity 
of young researchers to respond to the changing envi-
ronment. The IFS programme is therefore implemented 
through collaborative relationships between IFS and its 
partners – regional and international organisations which 
share common goals with IFS.

Together with its collaborating partners, IFS has a 
long tradition of organising capacity enhancing support 
for young scientists but since 2005, IFS has stepped up its 
effort towards strengthening the scope, range and volume 

of activities. From 2005 to 2007 some 60 events cover-
ing a wide range of topics within the sustainable use of 
biological and water resources were arranged, with more 
than 1,400 participants. 

In 2008, thematic and research skills workshops were 
held in more than 20 countries by IFS and its collaborating 
partners, and were attended by over 1,000 young scientists 
(see Appendices 2a and 2b).

IFS grantee Louis Koko (Côte d’Ivoire), left, discussing with 
IFS adviser and former grantee Prof Barthelemy Nyasse 
(Cameroon) at an IFS/UNU-INRA Workshop on Conceptu-
alisation and Preparation of a Research Proposal, held in 
Accra, Ghana in 2008.
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IFS grantee Rado Rasolomampianina (Madagascar) dis-
cussing his research project with IFS adviser Prof Ahmed 
Ait-Oubahou (Morocco) and former IFS grantee Prof Fanan-
tenanirainy Randimbivololona (Madagascar) at a workshop 
organised together with the University of Antananarivo in 
2008.
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Research on the adaptation of rice and other traditional 
grains to climate change is essential to ensure food security 
in many developing countries.

Thematic events and scientifi c 
issues during 2008

Training opportunities, exposure to the latest research 
findings, and interactions with experienced researchers 
who work at the cutting edge of scientific and techno-
logical development give added value to the IFS research 
grant. In 2008, to promote the development of young 
scientists in the area of sustainable management of 
biological and water resources, IFS and its collaborating 
partners arranged a wide range of thematic workshops 
addressing specific scientific themes, multidisciplinary 
or cross-cutting issues, and practical hands-on training.

While the methodological approach differed from 
one issue to another, common to all was that they con-
sisted of a theoretical presentation of the theme defined by 
IFS and its partners, an introduction to the problem and 
its implications and key questions addressed in working 
groups together with hands-on training. 

Outlined below are just a few examples of major 
scientific meetings held in 2008.

Crop development for food security 

Many under-utilised crops and traditional grains are well 
adapted to grow in marginal zones, which are extremely 

Planning a research proposal as a group exercise at the workshop Scientifi c Research Proposal Writing Workshop for Neglected 
and Underutilised Species of Crops which IFS held together with Bioversity International in Nairobi in November 2008.
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Participants at the Scientifi c Research Proposal Writing Workshop for Neglected and Underutilised Species of Crops held at 
Kenyatta University, Nairobi, Kenya, working in small groups to develop research proposals.

vulnerable to climate change. Such crops offer both a sus-
tainable and nutritional food source, as well as a potential 
solution to the controversial issue of bio-fuel production 
– bio-fuels can be produced on marginal lands that are 
not suitable for efficient food production. 
• Under the IFS/MISTRA programme, the meeting 

 Traditional grains for low environmental impact 
and good health was held in Sweden, to explore new 
ideas on research for the development and increased 
utilisation of indigenous grains such as sorghum, 
millet, quinoa and amaranth, which can contribute to 
more environmentally-friendly production. Scientists 
from Africa, South America and Europe, small entre-
preneurs from East Africa and industrial representa-
tives from Sweden discussed scientific findings in 
traditional grains research that are applicable to food 
industries. The meeting highlighted many interesting 
features of traditional grains and the potential niche 
market they show for gluten-free food products, they 
being good sources of non-haem iron, anti-oxidants, 
and low-cholesterol components.

• Another workshop, held with our partner Bioversity 
International, addressed the contribution of under-

utilised crops to alleviating the problems of food 
security and poverty in the context of global change. 

Improved water resources management – key to 
poverty reduction 

Improved water resources management is key to the 
well-being of humankind and a basic requirement for 
the healthy functioning of the entire world’s ecosystem. 
As such, water is a catalytic entry point to IFS’ effort to 
help developing countries fight poverty and hunger, 
safeguard human health and manage and protect their 
natural resources. In 2008, IFS supported several activities 
in this field such as: 
• Under the special Sida-NATUR/Marine programme 

for integrated coastal zone management, the work-
shop Ecology, Resources and Management of Tropi-
cal Seascapes: from Theory to Practice was jointly 
arranged by IFS and WIOMSA in Tanzania. The focus 
of the workshop was development of the seascape 
concept for coastal management and socio-ecological 
development. The meeting was also a part of the IFS/
MISTRA programme.
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phosphorous fertiliser is used by local farmers, as it 
is too expensive. Eastern and Southern Africa have 
considerable geological phosphate resources, but its 
solubility must be modified through innovative chemi-
cal and microbiological techniques in order for it to 
be effectively utilised. In 2008, IFS held a workshop in 
Rwanda, Enhanced Utilisation of Phosphate Rocks 
for Agricultural Development, to explore and discuss 
this area, which has the potential to make phosphorous 
fertiliser widely and cheaply available to local farmers.

Natural and sustainable pest control

The excessive use of broad-spectrum pesticides in many 
parts of the world, particularly in developing countries, is 
a serious threat to the environment, the consumer and the 
agricultural work force. Finding alternatives to traditional 
pest and disease control is one of the key challenges within 
the ongoing IFS/MISTRA collaboration programme. This 
is a multidisciplinary challenge requiring international 
collaboration within the areas of biology, chemistry, and 
ecology. To this end, a series of meetings was held in 2008 
to orientate researchers interested in this strategy.
• At the beginning of the year, the meeting Semio-

chemicals in insect pest and disease vector man-
agement – the African perspective (SEMIO-2008) 
took place in Arusha, Tanzania. The meeting focused 
on controlling pests with semiochemicals, odour-
mediated insect-insect interactions and insect-plant 
interactions, the use of insect pathogens for pest con-
trol, semiochemically-based management of disease 
vectors, the potential of botanicals for pest control, 
and insect evolution and sensory systems. 

IFS Applicant Gisèle Tapsoba (Burkina Faso) receiving a 
diploma from Dr Jean-Marc Leblanc (IFS Scientifi c Pro-
gramme Coordinator) and Prof Karl Harmsen (Director, 
UNU-INRA).

Eggs of a golden apple snail (Pomacea canaliculata) in a 
rice fi eld in Vietnam. The snail is a quickly spreading pest 
throughout South-East Asia, endangering food production 
and posing a challenge to both farmers and researchers.

• Another IFS/MISTRA event held in Thailand on the 
theme of water was Critical Reflection on Water 
Governance Dialogues, aimed at sustainable water 
resource management and development.

• IFS in association with the BCAS and CapNet organ-
ised a series of scientific workshops on water and 
sanitation in different geographic regions of Bang-
ladesh that are vulnerable to the consequences of 
climate change. Young researchers were identified 
from a number of organisations working on water 
supply and sanitation issues at community level. The 
meetings provided opportunities for these researchers 
to explore water supply and sanitation issues using 
a scientific approach while building on indigenous 
knowledge. 

• Fertile soil is essential for maximising harvests from 
limited/scarce water. Phosphorus deficiency is a major 
constraint to crop production in Sub-Saharan Africa 
– when plants are malnourished, their roots cannot 
develop and collect sufficient water. Despite the acute 
phosphorous deficiencies in African soils, very little 
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• The workshop Plant Induced Resistance for Pest 
and Disease Control (PIRAC), held in Cape Town, 
South Africa, in October, addressed various issues in 
the areas of ecology, entomology, plant physiology 
and pathology, plant molecular biology and plant 
breeding.

• A training course on Semiochemicals in Pest Control 
and Conservation Biology was held in Lund, Sweden 
in March 2008, as a follow-up to the field course 
Chemical Ecology of Plants & Insects undertaken 
in Chile in 2007. In addition to the Latin American 
participants, young African scientists from ICIPE in 
Kenya also participated. This event was followed by 
a training visit to laboratories at KTH in Stockholm, 
SLU in Uppsala and at the University of Lund.

Tailored support

In addition to the capacity enhancing support activities 
that IFS arranges together with collaborating partners for 
groups of young scientists, IFS also provides individual 
grantee support to attend national, regional and interna-
tional conferences as well as training visits to advanced 
laboratories, thus broadening their scientific horizons. 
Ninety percent of this support went to IFS grantees in prior-
ity countries in 2008 and 40% of the grantees were women.

Attendance at conferences

Participation in conferences is a vital part of a scientist’s 
agenda. International conferences challenge scientists 
with new scientific ideas and knowledge at the forefront 
of their research field, while national conferences provide 
the opportunity for close interaction with the local com-
munity through the presentation of findings and receiving 
feedback from stakeholders. 

International conferences are particularly important 
for scientists, based in small research centres, who do not 
benefit from a high concentration of researcher colleagues 
or visits by prominent scientists. International meetings 
provide an excellent platform for young researchers to 
interact with more experienced colleagues who work at the 
cutting edge of scientific and technological development. 

To enforce the training aspect, IFS encourages its 
young researchers to play an active role in such events by 
presenting their scientific findings, preferably through oral 
presentation, and also to take the opportunity to actively 
build their own networks.

Training visits 

Advanced training courses are organised in universities, 
research institutes, scientific centres and industrial labo-
ratories. The emphasis is on practical techniques, and 
substantial hands-on laboratory or field experience have 
also been supported under the IFS capacity enhancing sup-
port scheme. Such training provides grantees with greater 

Attending conferences and workshops allows IFS grantees to build networks and consult with more senior scientists. Such an 
opportunity was ViFINET’s International Aquaculture Workshop held in 2008 in Can Tho, Vietnam. In the picture, IFS grantee 
Nam So (Cambodia) (far left) and IFS grantee Trong Nguyen Ngu (Vietnam) (far right) talk with Mr Rafael Rafael (Mozam-
bique), IFS adviser Prof Patrick Sorgeloos (Belgium) and IFS adviser Prof Johan Verreth (Netherlands).
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experience of scientific techniques, research methods and 
different research cultures. 

One example of tailor-made individual support for 
training visits to advanced laboratories is through a col-
laboration, which commenced in 2008, between IFS and 
CONICET in Argentina. In this new initiative, Argentine 
research institutions host IFS researchers from scien-
tifically vulnerable Latin American countries for periods 
ranging from a few weeks to some months. During their 
stay, the IFS researchers receive training in  methodology 
relevant to their research projects. This alliance is a good 
example of how countries no longer eligible for IFS 
 support can become involved in developing the capacity 
of researchers struggling in weaker scientific environ-
ments. Discussions about similar projects are currently 
underway with national research councils in Mexico, 
Uruguay and Thailand.

Research skills workshops

For young scientists to become established as leaders in 
their field – both nationally and internationally – strong 
research skills are essential. This includes preparing 
research proposals, conceptualising research, conduct-
ing and writing literature reviews, and scientific writing.

In 2008, in collaboration with partners, IFS organ-
ised a number of research skills workshops in its priority 
countries for existing and potential grantees. Workshop 
duration ranged from one to ten days, with modules tai-
lored to the participant mix and research area. 

Preparing a research proposal: A strong, well-
written research proposal is essential for young scientists 
to obtain grant funding from whichever organisation. It 
demonstrates that every aspect of a research project – from 
design to data collection and analysis of results – has been 
given careful consideration before the research begins 
and prevents unnecessary problems once the project 
is underway. IFS research proposal writing workshops 
not only help young scientists write their proposals, but 
also strengthen their approach to conceptualisation and 
planning. Workshops combine lectures, discussions and 
demonstrations with participant engagement in practical 
group work.

Conceptualising research: All research must demon-
strate conceptual clarity and a “good fit” between ques-
tions and methods. In conceptualising the research prob-
lem and articulating the research questions, participants 

Scientists in Ho Chi Minh City (Vietnam) work towards 
developing improved breeds of buffalo.

are taught a number of critical issues to consider. These 
include the links between research purpose, research ques-
tions, research strategy and data collection techniques.

Conducting a literature review: This course teaches 
participants to use the concepts, questions and issues 
that frame their research to guide their literature review. 
By describing, analysing and synthesising the literature, 
participants are able to establish the theoretical and 
research base for their proposed research. The relation-
ship between the existing scholarly and research literature 
and the proposed research are thoroughly discussed, and 
a point of originality is established. 

Scientific writing: The aim of this course is to encour-
age participants to write authoritative and competent 
theses and scientific papers, with an emphasis on writing 
style under the guidance of a senior scientist. Training is 
provided through lectures, group work and one-to-one 
assistance.
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As part of its effort to promote the entrance and advance-
ment of women in science, IFS has a long-standing 
commitment to fostering the careers of women science 
professionals. IFS recognises that gender equality is 
essential to bring true balance and new thinking in sci-
ence and that talented women scientists need more help 
to attain equality. 

Within that context, IFS actively supports the MDG 
to promote gender equality and empower women and 
girls. Since its founding in1972, IFS has supported women 
researchers with grants, mentorship and capacity enhanc-
ing packages. The percentage of women being awarded 
IFS research grants is approximately 30%.

IFS encourages the participation of women in sci-
ence by:
• Providing them with research grants and supporting 

services at the outset of their research careers
• Creating platforms for networking among women 

scientists to reduce their isolation and increase their 
understanding of the professional science culture

• Organising training in scientific writing, proposal 
writing, and tailoring writing to a specific audience

• Teaching how to effectively communicate the what, 
why, how and outcomes of experiments

• Organising leadership courses for women in science 
together with partner organisations

• Involving our senior scientists – both women and 
men – as advisers, mentors and role models to help 
women scientists advance their careers.

IFS provides a number of capacity enhancing support 
activities that specifically address the special needs of 
women scientists by partnering with other organisations 
which share our vision and goals. Here are some high-
lights from activities in 2008. 

Enhancing women’s skills in Africa

Together with UNU-INRA, and with funding from Norad, 
IFS organised a five-day workshop at Egerton University 
in Kenya in December 2008, Research and Management 
Skills for Women in Agricultural and Natural Sciences. 
The purpose was to address a number of issues common 
to women scientists in Africa. The workshop was attended 
by 35 grantees from seven countries and covered the role 
of women in higher education and research, assertiveness 
and self confidence, communication skills, poster creation 
and presentation, leadership skills and teamwork, increas-
ing visibility and self-marketing, strategic career planning, 
time management and mentoring and building effective 
teams and networking. As well as offering the grantees a 
rich and focused programme of theoretical and practical 

IFS grantees Juliette Vardamides (left), and Mélanie Kamini, 
both from Cameroon presented their research at the IOCD-
ISDNP Symposium on Natural Products in Kasane, Bot-
swana and participated in a research methodology training 
course before the Symposium. At the same time, Dr Var-
damides benefi tted from a training visit to her mentor, IFS 
adviser Prof Berhanu Abegaz, at the University of Botswana.
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content, the event promoted a spirit of networking, with 
the participants agreeing to form an association of IFS 
women grantees in order to share their common issues  
and successes.

Securing training for women scientists in 
Africa

In 2008, IFS finalised negotiations for an IFS training 
component in the African Women in Agricultural Research 
& Development (AWARD) Fellowship Programme, coor-
dinated by the Gender & Diversity Program of the Con-
sultative Group on International Agricultural Research 
(CGIAR). The programme will begin in 2009.

Enhancing leadership skills for women 
cientists in Asia

In March 2008, IFS sponsored the Leadership Course for 
Asian Women in Agriculture Research, Development & 
Extension, organised by the International Rice Research 

Institute (IRRI) in Los Baños, Philippines. The spon-
sorship comprised financial, institutional and human 
resource support. The 12-day course was attended by 25 
women scientists from all over the region including Asian 
IFS grantees. The course covered all aspects of leadership, 
including personal development and communication 
skills, management issues in multi-cultural environments, 
handling conflict and building relationships within com-
munities. The course was delivered through a combination 
of lectures, individual and group exercises and projects, 
and field trips.

The following IFS projects illustrate the diverse range of 
research topics covered by the women participating in 
the conference.

Jatropha seeds for biodiesel production
Dr Ika Kartika of Indonesia is undertaking research 
on biodiesel production. Her work aims to increase 
 knowledge about Jatropha seeds as a source of oil for 
biodiesel production, in order to gain a greater under-
standing of seed behaviour, which can lead to safe 
 handling and storage, and improved production. 

Three IFS grantees, from left Dona Munasinghe (Sri Lanka), Gungaagiin Oyuntsetseg (Mongolia) and Kamala Gurung (Nepal), 
far right, discussing with course leader Dr Thelma Paris at the Leadership Course for Asian Women in Agriculture held at IRRI 
in the Philippines in March, 2008. IFS sponsored the participation of 8 women grantees from 5 countries in the course.
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Reducing the defensive behaviour of Indonesian honey bees
Apis cerana is the Asian honey bee, which many rural bee-
keepers use as it is cost-effective to manage. However, this 
bee sometimes demonstrates highly defensive behaviour. 
The research of Dr Rika Raffiudin concerns the study of 
bee behaviour under different environmental conditions, 
as well as gene analysis and artificial cross-insemination 
between the most and least defensive bees. The objective 
of this research is to create less defensive colonies of A. 
cerana.

Genetic diversity of the giant freshwater prawn
There is a growing trend throughout the world of cultur-
ing the giant freshwater prawn, Macrobrachium rosenbergii, 
using broodstocks from the wild. The work of Dr Dona 
Munasinghe of Sri Lanka includes studying the genetic 
diversity of wild M. rosenbergii in order to identify poten-
tially unique populations and increase genetic diversity 
in cultured populations. The outcome of the study will be 
significant in the fields of conservation and aquaculture, 
providing much needed data for policymakers and other 
stakeholders within these fields.

The potential of Vietnamese plants for oral health treat-
ment
Dr Thi Mai Nguyen of Vietnam is exploring the potential 
to use naturally occurring compounds from Vietnamese 
plants for oral health care products. Over 90 percent of 
the Vietnamese population suffers from dental caries and 
other oral diseases. Natural compounds offer a poten-
tial alternative for prevention of dental caries, but little 
research has yet been undertaken in this field. 

Natural medicine to treat cows suffering from retained 
placenta
Herbal treatments also play an important role in vet-
erinary medicine for the benefit of animal production. 
The research of Dr Gungaagiin Oyuntsetseg of Mongolia 
concerns traditionally used plants and their potential 
for treatment of cattle suffering from retained placenta 
after calving.

IFS grantee Felly Tusiime (Uganda) making a presenta-
tion at the workshop Research and Management Skills 
for Women in Natural and Agricultural Sciences held at 
Egerton University, Kenya.

IFS grantee Yvonne Nadège Nkolo Meze’e from Cameroon, 
presenting her research on the sorption properties of some 
tropical Cameroonian timber species.
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Beyond individual grants and capacity 
enhancing support
Supporting scientific infrastructure

Undertaking credible scientific research requires access to 
high quality scientific equipment. This may be existing 
equipment in institutions or equipment purchased with 
grant funds. Either way, accurate calibration and equip-
ment maintenance relies on the knowledge and support 
of institutional technical staff. To ensure that grantees 
have access to good and well maintained equipment, IFS 
provides support through a number of channels.

Access to scientifi c equipment

The IFS research grant amounts to USD 12,000. It can 
be used to purchase equipment and supplies (chemi-
cals, glassware, reagents, etc.). This support is provided 
primarily to grantees’ institutions to ensure that they 
are able to effectively carry out their research. But the 
effect multiplies far beyond the grantee’s laboratory and 
research project, enabling improved equipment quality 
and even support for other researchers. Grantees are 
also offered training and access to advanced analytical 
equipment through networks such as the Network for 
Analytical and Bio-assay Services in Africa (NABSA), 
in Botswana. Training in equipment repair and main-
tenance is offered through equipment networks such 
as the Network of Instrument Technical personnel and 
User scientists of Bangladesh (NITUB), or the Network 
of Instrument Technical personnel and User scientists 
of Nepal (NITUN).

To enable more structured support in African institu-
tions, the MacArthur Foundation and IFS agreed on an 
initiative to conduct a scientific equipment procurement 
project with five African universities. The first phase took 
place in 2008, in which 15 universities were audited to iden-
tify their status in terms of scientific equipment. The five 
selected universities will be equipped and strengthened in 
their equipment management strategies, and training will 
be provided for users and technicians during 2009-2010.

The project addresses issues like spare parts, con-
sumables, servicing tools, manuals, electricity, housing, 
service and maintenance schemes as well as long-term 
cost recovery schemes.

Grantee purchasing support

While grant funds support the purchase of equipment, 
the actual procurement process can be extremely prob-
lematic. Bureaucratic red tape can make the import of 
new equipment difficult, if not impossible. Institutional 
purchasing departments can ease matters somewhat but 
they often charge a hefty commission – as much as 20 
percent – which effectively diverts critical funding away 
from the grantee’s research project.

IFS offers a cost-free purchasing support service to its 
grantees. With excellent industry contacts and purchasing 
power, this service helps the grantee to acquire the best 
possible value from their research grant – and ensure that 
the right equipment arrives in the right place at the right 
time. During 2008, more than one hundred IFS grantees 
were supported by IFS purchasing services.

The procurement, installation, service and maintenance of 
scientifi c equipment are critical for any researcher and have 
always been part of the IFS agenda.
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If there is one thing that makes IFS unique, it is its network 
of scientific advisers. This global network of over 1,000 
experts in biological and water resources ensures that IFS’ 
work is objective and knowledge-based, and enables IFS to 
provide high quality, long-term support to the developing 
world’s most promising young researchers.

IFS scientific advisers review grant application propos-
als to ensure they are scientifically sound, feasible and 
relevant to the scientific field and country in question, 
provide distance support for grantees through mentor-
ship, contribute to IFS capacity enhancing events, and 
participate in IFS Scientific Advisory Committees (SACs) 
and Advisers’ Fora.

The work of these highly experienced advisers is vital 
for upholding the quality, objectivity and relevance of the 
work of IFS, and crucial for enriching the scientific endeav-
ours of our applicants and grantees. They undertake this 
valuable work on a voluntary, unpaid basis. IFS has now 
been operating for many years so it’s not surprising that 
almost one-third of the advisers were once IFS grantees 
themselves.

As well as donating their valuable time to guiding and 
supporting grantees as well as applicants, the advisers are 
great advocates of IFS. They regularly help disseminate 
information about IFS and often represent the organisa-
tion at international academic conferences.

Scientifi c Advisers’ Forum 2008: 
Keeping the fi nger on the pulse

IFS Scientific Advisers’ Fora, which are held every few 
years, bring together IFS advisers (mainly those partici-
pating in SACs) with IFS staff members and IFS Trustees. 
The IFS advisers from around the world represent a broad 
range of scientific fields. The aim of these gatherings is 
to objectively analyse the appropriateness of IFS’ current 
strategy and to ensure that the scope of research supported 
by IFS remains relevant in a continually changing scientific 
landscape. In 2008, an IFS Advisers’ Forum was organised 
in Madagascar. The Forum verified and confirmed that 
the work of IFS is right on track and that topical issues 
including climate change are being addressed within the 
current framework of IFS. 

This meeting was one of many organised in Mada-
gascar in which the IFS advisers participated, including 
meetings to review grant applications. 

The IFS adviser network
A unique and priceless resource
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Prof Ameenah Gurib-Fakim, IFS adviser from Mauritius, 
addressing the IFS Advisers’ Forum in Madagascar in May 
2008, on current challenges to science in the developing 
world.

One of the eight Scientifi c Advisory Committees of IFS 
which meet twice annually to assess applications for 
Research Grants
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IFS Adviser survey 2008: 
A labour of love

The life of an IFS scientific adviser is a busy one, reviewing 
and commenting on up to five scientific proposals in each 
granting session, and SAC members reviewing and present-
ing all proposals within their SAC, twice a year. On top of 
this there is mentoring and participation in IFS’ capacity 

enhancing events. So what motivates an IFS scientific 
adviser to carry out this work – and do it voluntarily? In 
2008, IFS undertook a qualitative survey to gain a better 
insight into our advisers’ views of the organisation’s work 
and the contribution they make towards it.

Many common themes emerged, which can be sum-
marised as:
• Understanding the difficulties faced by young scien-

tists in developing countries
• The ability to support young researchers at a critical 

point in their career
• Giving something back
• Gaining greater insight into scientific issues in devel-

oping countries
• Contact and knowledge-exchange with other scientific 

advisers in the IFS network

IFS grantee Jacques Live Rajaonarison (Madagascar) dis-
cussing a poster on his research project with IFS adviser Dr 
Georges N’guessan Amani (Côte d’Ivoire) at a workshop in 
Madagascar in 2008.

IFS adviser Dr Alexandre De Kochko (France), discussing 
research grant proposals with young scientists at a course 
on proposal writing in Madagascar in May 2008.

IFS adviser Dr Vivienne Gianinazzi-Pearson (UK) leading a 
practical session at a course on mycorrhiza research for 
young scientists in Latin America.

Some quotes from our recent adviser survey:

“Just as I was helped at important stages of my 
development, I try to help those around me to blossom.”

“It is personally satisfying to see them succeed and it is 
good to stay in touch with the issues that motivate them.”

“It’s a sustainable investment in the future of scientists, 
their population and their country.”

 “It is rewarding to see applicants who have been funded 
by IFS develop into excellent young scientists.”

 “I am passionate about improving economic development 
in countries where there are keen young scientists who do 
not get the opportunities that many do in the ‘First World’.”
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IFS’ monitoring and evaluation provides a strong coher-
ent system of learning through impact measurement. IFS 
monitors progress towards the achievement of results 
systematically and tries to integrate lessons learned into 
management decisions and future programming ini-
tiatives. Our approach toward measuring impact places 
greater emphasis on building strategic partnerships, 
underscoring that no single agency or organisation can 
produce the desired results on its own.

IFS uses a range of formal and informal monitoring 
instruments, which reflect progress towards outcome, 
outputs, career and partnerships. 

Monitoring and Evaluation System 
for Impact Assessment (MESIA)

MESIA impact studies are IFS’ formal, in-depth assess-
ments of grantees, their scientific fields, the conditions 
in which they work and the general scientific landscape 
within their countries. IFS has published eight MESIA 
reports – and they are by far our most requested publica-
tions. 

In 2008 IFS published the eighth MESIA Report, 
IFS and OPCW Joint Support to African Scientists. IFS 
also completed the study for the ninth report, Science in 
Vietnam, and the tenth report, Strengthening Scientific 
Capacity in Madagascar. Both reports will be published 
in 2009.

It is interesting to note that, regardless of whether an 
IFS MESIA Report is about a particular country, region or 
scientific field, many common themes arise regarding the 
challenges young scientists are facing worldwide. This 
enables IFS to see clearly where it can make a real differ-
ence, and where we need to concentrate greater efforts.

Working with strategic partners 
– monitoring and evaluation of joint 
initiatives

Working with strategic partners is indispensable for 
achievement of results. In 2008, a monitoring and 
evaluation study of IFS and OPCW joint support in Latin 
America was undertaken.

Since 1998, IFS and OPCW have jointly disbursed 
grants to a number of researchers in developing countries, 
for research fostering the peaceful use of chemistry. In 
order to assess the impact of this funding and consider 
ways to improve capacity strengthening efforts, IFS began 
evaluating the programme in 2006. The first study con-
cerned  IFS/OPCW grantees based in African countries and 
was described in MESIA Report No. 8, published in 2008.

In 2008, activities in Latin America were evaluated 
through the workshop Chemistry in Nature – Natural 

Measuring results
Success through partnerships

Access to fresh water is one of the most pressing issues 
in many parts of the world and closely connected to the 
MDGs, poverty alleviation and development. Research is 
needed, and is being done, in both the natural and social 
sciences, in order to address a multitude of issues.
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Resources: Chemical, Biological and Environmental 
Aspects, which took place in Uruguay in March. The 
workshop gathered grantees and advisers from Argen-
tina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 

The workshop provided a valuable platform for 
grantees to present and discuss their research projects 
under three themes, demonstrating the broad variety 
of research supported by the programme: “Chemistry of 
natural resources” focused on the chemical characterisa-
tion, isolation, purification and organic synthesis of com-
pounds derived from natural sources; “Natural resources 
with potential on human and animal health - chemistry and 
biological activity” evaluated the biological activity of 
compounds with potential health effects; “Chemicals and 
the environment” covered research on water and soil pol-
lutants, industrial pollutants, pesticides, food additives, 
and natural toxins. 

The workshop focused on grantees’ career and research 
situations and the impact of the IFS/OPCW support in 
meeting their needs. It concluded that the IFS/OPCW 
grantees have successfully undertaken their research 
projects within the mandates of both organisations. The 
scientific presentations demonstrated that the research 
undertaken concerned most relevant topics and ranges 
within a broad variety of research areas, and combined 
both basic and applied science. Many of the researchers 
work interdisciplinarily and in well-established research 
teams. Moreover, the IFS/OPCW grantees are still active 
in research. Most have stayed within their home countries 
and many of the more senior grantees have obtained high 
positions in the research community and are well-known 
in their respective fields. 

IFS grantee Trong Nguyen Ngu (Vietnam), (2nd from left), working at the College of Agriculture at Can Tho University in Viet-
nam, describing his research on animal feed to IFS advisers Dr Gonzalo Gajardo (Chile), (far left), and Prof Eurico de Oliveira 
(Brazil), (far right), together with a farmer at one of the sites of his fi eld work.
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The Board of Trustees and Director submit the annual 
financial statement for the year ended 31 December 2008

Administration Report

Information about the activities

For the year 2008, IFS provided support to some 2500 
young scientists in developing countries in the form of 
research grants, travel grants to scientific meetings and 
conferences, feedback on research proposals including 
the failed applications, assistance in the purchasing of 
equipment and supplies, arrangement of workshops 
and training courses, network support and awards for 
scientific achievement. Two hundred and seventy (270) 
new research grants were approved and 36 workshops 
arranged together with partner organisations. All these 
activities are carried out by the IFS Secretariat staff, who 
also coordinate the inputs from the scientific advisers.

In addition, Programme services included meetings of 
the Scientific Advisory Committees where research grant 
applications were reviewed and recommended for fund-
ing; staff costs and allocated general and administrative 
costs to provide this support. In total, Programme Services 
expense totalled SEK 53 007 447 (EUR 5 100 000), or 93% 
of total expense for the year 2008.

The IFS granting process includes the receipt and regis-
tration of the research grant applications and the internal 
pre-screening of all proposals. Thereafter, applications are 
sent to internationally established scientific advisers and 
experts for comment (IFS has approximately 1400 advis-
ers in its database). The proposals are then reviewed and 
prioritised at the meetings of the Scientific Advisory Com-
mittees (SAC); these meetings are held twice each year 
with the participation of approximately ninety advisers. 
Upon the recommendations of the SACs, the IFS Direc-
tor approves the research grants for funding. Thereafter, 
the Secretariat draws up the contracts for signature by the 
grantee, head of institution and the IFS Director. During 

the research period (one to three years and renewable 
twice), IFS provides supporting services to the grantees.

The advisers and experts involved in the evaluations of 
the proposals do not receive remuneration for reviewing 
applications nor for participating in the SAC meetings. 
The estimated value of these contributed services is not 
reflected in this report.

Financial Result

The financial result for the year is a deficit of SEK 
2 969 289 (EUR 271 300). The reasons for the deficit are 
lower than anticipated income because one donor failed 
to honour its funding commitment to IFS due to political 
changes in their government and one other donor signifi-
cantly reduced their funding to IFS for the year 2008; IFS 
was informed by the donors too late to make changes in 
its workplan. Expenses for the year include costs related 
to the process of upgrading to a web-based application 
and evaluation system.

Recommendation for the disposition of the net result

Balance, 1 January  1 739 563 (EUR 158 900)

Board Designated Fund   2 500 000 (EUR 228 300)
for Contingencies

Net Income less Expense  -2 969 289 (EUR -271 300)
for the Year  
   1 270 274 (EUR 115 900)

The Board of Trustees and Director recommend that the 
accumulated surplus is carried forward to the following 
year .

Of the resulting accumulated surplus of SEK 1 270 274 
(EUR 115 900), SEK 800 000 (EUR 73 000) will be the 
balance of the Board Designated Fund for Contingencies, 
as approved by the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Trustees meeting in Stockholm, 9-10 May 2009. The bal-
ance of the Board Designated Fund for Contingencies will 
be reflected in the Audited Financial Statement for 2009.

Excerpt from the Audited 
Financial Statement 2008
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The result of the organisation’s activities, and the 
financial position at the end of the year, are reflected 
in the following Statement of Income and Expense and 
Balance Sheet.

All amounts in the Audited Financial Statement are 
shown in Swedish Crowns (SEK) unless otherwise noted.

Notes

Accounting Principles

The evaluations and assessments are in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles in Sweden. The 
Financial Statement is in conformity with the laws on annual 
financial reports and is consistent with last year’s report.

Accounting for Contributions
The IFS programme is funded annually by various donor 
organisations. Some of the contributions are unrestricted 
(Core Funds) and some contain restrictions on their use 
(Donor Restricted Funds).

Core Funds
Core funds are used for all aspects of the on-going 
operations of IFS. Core funds are recorded at the time of 
official notification by the Donor on the accrual basis of 
accounting. 

Donor Restricted Funds
Donor restricted funds are used in accordance with the 
restrictions placed by the contributor. Donor restricted 
funds are recorded at the time of official notification by 
the Donor as deferred revenue. These deferred revenues are 
accounted for as self-balancing funds and the Restricted 
Contributions are recognised in the year in which the 
related expenses are incurred (utilised).

Contributions not received as of 31 December are 
accounted for as Donor Receivables. 

Research Grants
Research grants are recorded as grant expense and as a liabil-
ity at the time that the grants are approved by the Director.

Receivables
Receivables are recorded according to an assessment of 
the amounts that are anticipated to be received. 

Foreign Currency
Receivables and liabilities in foreign currency are 
accounted for in Swedish Crowns at the exchange rate as 
of the date of the Balance Sheet. 

Equipment, Furniture and Fixtures
Equipment, furniture and fixtures are recorded at cost 
and depreciated using the straight line method over a 
period of five years.

Short-term Investments
Short-term investments contain securities and are 
accounted for at book value.

Leasing Agreements
Leasing agreements, irrespective of whether they are 
financial or operational, are accounted for as ordinary 
operational leases therefore the expenses are recorded as 
they are paid.
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STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSE 
(in thousands SEK) (SEK 1= EURO 0.09 )     
     

1 January - 
31 December

2008

1 January - 
31 December

2007

Programme Revenue

Core and Restricted Contributions 49 953 51 412

Grants Withdrawn 2 908 (a) 376

Other Programme Revenue 424 135

Total Programme Revenue 53 285 51 923

Programme Expense

Programme Services 53 007 48 796

Fundraising and Partnership Building 1 919 2 799

Management and General 2 242 2 660

Total Programme Expense 57 168 54 255

Programme Income less Expense -3 883 -2 332

Interest Income and Expense

Interest Income 915 745

Interest Expense 1

Interest Income less Expense 914 745

Net Income less Expense -2 969 -1 587

     
(a) Grants Withdrawn for 2008 includes 10 research grants that were conditionally approved as a pilot project 

together with a partner organization in the second session of 2006.  However, this project did not continue and 

the grants were withdrawn during 2008.

I F S  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 0 826



BALANCE SHEET 
(in thousands SEK) (SEK 1= EURO 0.09 ) 

31 December 
2008

31 December 
2007

Assets

Fixed Assets

Tangible Assets

 Equipment, Furniture and Fixtures 479 314

Financial Assets

 Long-term Donor Receivables 953 967

Total Fixed Assets 1 432 1 281

Current Assets

Current Receivables

 Donor Receivables 4 406 2 589

 Other Current Receivables 200 108

 Prepaid Expense and Accrued Income 1 519 1 207

Total Current Receivables 6 125 3 904

Short-term Investments 9 938 33 684
Cash and Bank Balances 28 109 4 316
Total Current Assets 44 172 41 904

Total Assets 45 604 43 185

Equity and Liabilities

Equity

 Board Designated Fund for Contingencies 2 500 2 500

Total Designated Fund 2 500 2 500

Unrestricted Equity

 Balance, 1 January 1 739 3 326

 Net Income less Expense for the Year -2 969 -1 587

Total Unrestricted Equity -1 230 1 739

Total Equity 1 270 4 239

Current Liabilities

Research Grants Payable 14 530 15 436
Deferred Restricted Contributions 24 850 5 623
Accounts Payable 447 1 242
Other Current Liabilities 2 532 3 847
Accrued Expense and Prepaid Income 1 975 12 798
Total Current Liabilities 44 334 38 946

Total Net Assets and Liabilities 45 604 43 185

Pledged Assets:  provision for credit cards 400 400
Contingent Liabilities None None
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Dr Pierre Roger, France1

Director of Research (retired), Laboratory of Microbio-
logy, Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD), 
University of Provence, France
(Chair)

Dr Ting-Kueh Soon, Malaysia2

President, Malaysian Scientific Association, Malaysia
(Vice Chair)

Prof Ana María Cetto, Mexico3

Deputy Director General and Head of Technical Coop-
eration Department at the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), Vienna, Austria

Prof Sara Feresu, Zimbabwe
Director, Institute of Environmental Studies,
University of Zimbabwe, Harare, Zimbabwe

Prof Bo Mattiasson, Sweden4

Head, Department of Biotechnology, Center for Chemistry 
& Chemical Engineering, Lund University, Sweden

IFS Board of Trustees 2008

Dr Ernesto Medina, Nicaragua
Rector, Universidad Americana, Managua, Nicaragua

Dr Oumar Niangado, Mali5

Delegate of the Foundation, Syngenta Foundation for 
Sustainable Agriculture, Mali

Dr Jürg Pfister, Switzerland6

Secretary General, Swiss Academy of Sciences, Switzerland

Prof Dr Atta-ur-Rahman, Pakistan
Federal Minister/Chairman, Higher Education Commis-
sion, Pakistan

Prof Dr Yola Verhasselt, Belgium
Secrétaire perpétuelle, Académie Royale des Sciences 
d’Outre-mer, Belgium

Dr Michael Ståhl, Director, IFS (ex-officio )

Notes:

Since the terms of office of a number of Trustees come to 
an end in 2008, the following changes will take place in 
the Board of Trustees as of January, 2009:

1. to be replaced as Donor-nominated Trustee by
Dr Jean-Francois Giovannetti, Senior Scientific Advi-
sor, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs (MAE), 
France

2. to be replaced as representative for Asia and the Pacific 
by Prof Dr Ahnond Bunyaratvej, Secretary General, 
National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT)

3. to become Chair of the Board of Trustees

4. to be replaced as Donor-nominated Trustee by
Prof Torbjörn Fagerström, Senior Advisor, Swedish 
University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU)

5. to be replaced as representative for Africa by Prof 
Olanrewaju Babatunde Smith, Principal Scientist and 
Resource Mobilization Coordinator, Sahelian Centre of 
the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-
Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)

6. to become Vice-Chair of the Board of Trustees

 

Additional new Trustees as of 2009:

Prof Eckart Ehlers, Professor Emeritus, University of Bonn, 
Germany, to become Donor-nominated Trustee

Dr Wenche Barth Eide, Associate Professor, University of 
Oslo, Norway to become Trustee-at-large
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Ms Dina Andersson
Scientific Programme Coordinator,
Social Sciences (from June)

Dr Linley Chiwona-Karltun
Scientific Programme Coordinator 
Food Science

Ms Maria Dutarte
Scientific Programme Coordinator;
Social Sciences (until June)

Ms Rumila Edward
Programme Administrator,
Water Resources (maternity leave from 
May)

Ms Annika Eriksson
Programme Administrator,
Animal Production and Aquatic 
Resources

Ms Athanassia Fourla
Programme Administrator,
Water Resources (from May)

Ms Eva Gerson
Head of Finance and Administration

Dr Nighisty Ghezae
Head of Programme

Dr Richard Hall
Scientific Programme Coordinator,
Forestry/Agroforestry

Mr Henrik Hovmöller
Manager, Database and Statistics

Dr Ulrika Huss Melin
Scientific Programme Coordinator, 
Natural Products

Dr Jean-Marc Leblanc
Scientific Programme Coordinator,
Crop Science (seconded from IRD)

Dr Ingrid Leemans
Scientific Programme Coordinator,
Animal Production and Aquatic 
Resources

Ms Ingrid Lindhe
Programme Administrator,
Crop Science

Ms Petronella Nyakundi
Programme Administrator,
Forestry/Agroforestry

Ms Nathalie Persson Andrianasitera
Scientific Programme Coordinator 
Project Coordinator for “Water in Bio-
logical Production” (two year project)

Ms Liliane Plaie
Administrative Assistant

Ms Sirilak Pongpatipat
Programme Administrator,
Food Science 

IFS staff 2008

Mr Brian Porter
Manager, Network and Information

Ms Eva Rostig
Programme Administrator,
Natural Products

Dr Michael Ståhl
Director

Ms Pirkko Tolamo
Office Manager

Ms Marianne Widingsjö
Personnel and Accounting 
Administrator 

Mr Eren Zink
Scientific Programme Coordinator,
(currently on  study leave)

Dr Cecilia Öman
Scientific Programme Coordinator,
Water Resources
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IFS affiliated organisations 2008

National 
Organisations

Argentina
• Academia Nacional de 
Ciencias Exactas, Físicas y 
Naturales (ANCEFN) 
• Consejo Nacional de 
Investigaciones Científicas y 
Técnicas (CONICET)

Australia
• Australian Academy of 
Science (AAS) 

Austria
• Fonds zur Förderung 
der Wissenschaftlichen 
Forschung (FWF)
• Österreichische Akademie 
der Wissenschaften (ÖAW)

Bangladesh
• Bangladesh Council of 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research (BCSIR)

Belgium
• Académie Royale des Sci-
ences d’Outre-Mer (ARSOM)
• Académie Royale des 
Sciences des Lettres et des 
Beaux-Arts de Belgique 
• Koninklijke Academie 
voor Wetenschappen, Let-
teren en Schone Kunsten 
van België (KVAB)

Bolivia
• Academia Nacional de 
Ciencias de Bolivia (ANCB)

Brazil
• Academia Brasileira de 
Ciencias (ABC)
• Conselho Nacional de 
Desenvolvimento Científico 
e Tecnológico (CNPQ)
• Fundaçao Oswaldo Cruz 
(FIOCRUZ)

Burkina Faso
• Ministère des Enseigne-
ments Secondaire, Supérieur 
et de la Recherche 
Scientifique (MESSER)

Cameroon
• Ministry of Scientific and 
Technical Research 

Central African Republic
• l’Enseignement Supérieur 
et de la Recherche Scienti-
fi que

Chad
• Direction de la Recherche 
Scientifique et Technique, 
MESRS 

Chile
• Academia Chilena de 
Ciencias 
• Comisión Nacional de 
Investigación Científica y 
Tecnológica (CONICYT)

China
• Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS)

Colombia
• Academia Colombiana de 
Ciencias Exactas, Físicas y 
Naturales (ACCEFYN)
• Centro para la 
Investigación en Sistemas 
Sostenibles de Producción 
Agropecuaria (CIPAV)
• Instituto Colombiano para 
el Desarrollo de la Ciencia y 
Tecnología (COLCIENCIAS)

Congo (Brazzaville)
• Direction Générale de la 
Recherche Scientifique et 
Technique, MENRST 

Costa Rica
• Consejo Nacional de 
Investigaciones Científicas y 
Tecnológicas (CONICIT)

Côte d’Ivoire
• Académie des Sciences, des 
Arts, des Cultures d´Afrique 
et des Diasporas africaines

Cuba
• Academia de Ciencias de 
Cuba (ACC)
• Ministry for Foreign 
Investment and Economic 
Cooperation 

Denmark
• Akademiet for de Tekniske 
Videnskaber (ATV)
• Det Kongelige Danske 
Videnskabernes Selskab 
(RDVS)

Ecuador
• Fundación para la Ciencia 
y la Tecnología (FUNDACYT)

Egypt
• Academy of Scientific 
Research and Technology 
(ASRT)

El Salvador
• Consejo Nacional de Cien-
cia y Tecnología (CONACYT)

Ethiopia
• Ethiopian Science and 
Technology Commission 
(ESTC)

Finland
• Delegation of the Finnish 
Academies of Science and 
Letters

France
• Académie des Sciences
• Centre de Coopération 
Inter-nationale en Recherche 
Agronomique pour le Dével-
oppement (CIRAD)
• Institut National de la 
Recherche Agronomique 
(INRA)
• Institut de Recherche pour 
le Développement (IRD)

Germany
• Deutsche Forschungsge-
meinschaft (DFG) 

Ghana
• Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR)

Guinea
• Direction Nationale de la 
Recherche Scientifique et 
Technique 

Guinea-Bissau
• Instituto Nacional de 
Estudos e Pesquisa (INEP)

Guyana
• Institute of Applied 
Science and Technology 

Honduras
• Consejo Hondureño 
de Ciencia y Tecnología 
(COHCIT)

India
• Indian National Science 
Academy (INSA) 

Indonesia
• Lembaga Ilmu Pengeta-
huan Indonesia (LIPI)

Israel
• The Israel Academy of 
Sciences and Humanities 

Jamaica
• Scientific Research Council 
(SRC)

Jordan
• Royal Scientific Society (RSS)

Kenya
• Kenya Agricultural 
Research Institute (KARI)
• Kenya National Academy 
of Sciences (KNAS)

Korea DPR (North)
• Academy of Sciences of 
DPR Korea 

Korea R (South)
• National Academy of 
Sciences (NAS) 

Kuwait
• Kuwait Institute for 
Scientific Research (KISR)

Latvia
• Latvian Academy of 
Sciences (LAS) 

Lesotho
• The National University of 
Lesotho (NUL)

Liberia
• University of Liberia (UL)

Madagascar
• Académie National 
Malgache 

Malawi
• National Research Council 
of Malawi (NRCM)

Malaysia
• Malaysian Scientific Asso-
ciation (MSA) 
• Ministry of Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation 

I F S  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 0 830



Thailand
• National Research Council 
of Thailand (NRC) 
• Thailand Research Fund 
(TRF)

Tunisia
• Direction Générale de la 
Recherche Scientifique et 
Technique, MES

Uganda
• National Agricultural 
Research Organization 
(NARO)
• Uganda National Council 
for Science and Technology 
(UNCST) 

United Kingdom
• The Royal Society
• Natural Resources Institute 
(NRI)

Uruguay
• Programa de Desarrollo 
de las Ciencias Basicas 
(PEDECIBA)

USA
• American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences (AAAS)
• National Academy of 
Sciences (NAS) 
• New York Academy of 
Sciences (NYAS)

Venezuela
• The Ministry of Popular 
Power for Science and Tech-
nology

Viet Nam
• Ministry for Science and 
Technology (MOST)

Zambia
• National Institute for 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research (NISIR)

Zimbabwe
• Scientific and Industrial 
Research and Development 
Centre (SIRDC) 
• University of Zimbabwe

Regional 
Organisations

Africa
• Association for Strength-
ening Agricultural Research 
in Eastern and Central Africa 
(ASARECA)

• Association of African Uni-
versities (AAU) 
• Centre Regional pour l’Eau 
Potable et l’Assainissement à 
faible coût (CREPA)
• Institut du Sahel (INSAH)
• The African Academy of 
Sciences (AAS)
• West and Central African 
Council for Agricultural 
Research and Development  
(WECARD/CORAF) 
• Western Indian Ocean 
Marine Science Association 
(WIOMSA) 

Latin America and the 
Caribbean
• Centro Agronónomico 
Tropical de Investigación y 
Enseñanza (CATIE)
• The Caribbean Academy of 
Sciences (CAS) 
• Caribbean Agricultural 
Research and Development 
Institute (CARDI) 

International 
Organisations

• BioNET-INTERNATIONAL 
(The Global Network for 
Taxonomy)
• International Organization 
for Chemical Sciences in 
Development (IOCD)
• International Union of 
Forest Research Organiza-
tions (IUFRO) 
• The Academy of Sciences 
for the Developing World 
(TWAS) 

Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural 
Research (CGIAR):
• CGIAR Secretariat
• Bioversity International
• Centro Internacional de 
Agricultura Tropical (CIAT)
• Centre for International 
Forestry Research (CIFOR)
• International Centre for 
Agricultural Research in the 
Dry Areas (ICARDA)
• International Centre for 
Research in Agroforestry 
(ICRAF) 
• International Water Man-
agement Institute (IWMI)
• World Fish Center

Mali
• Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique et 
Technologique (CNRST)
• Comité National de la 
Recherche Agricole (CNRA)

Mexico
• Consejo Nacional de 
Ciencia y Tecnología 
(CONACYT)

Mongolia
• Mongolian Academy of 
Sciences

Morocco
• Centre National de Coor-
dination et de Planification 
de la Recherche Scientifique 
et Technique (CNR)
• Institut Agronomique et 
Vétérinaire Hassan II 

Mozambique
• Universidade Eduardo 
Mondlane (UEM) 
• The Scientific Research 
Association of Mozambique 
(AICIMO)

Nepal
• Royal Nepal Academy of 
Science and Technology 
(RONAST) 

Netherlands
• Koninklijke Nederlandse 
Akademie van Wetenschap-
pen (KNAW)

Niger
• Université Abdou 
Moumouni

Nigeria
• Federal Ministry of Science 
and Technology (FMST)
• The Nigerian Academy of 
Science (NAS)

Norway
• Det Norske Videnskaps-
Akademi (DNVA) 

Pakistan
• Pakistan Council for Sci-
ence and Technology (PCST)

Panama
• Secretaria Nacional de 
Ciencia y Tecnologia e Inno-
vación (SENACYT)
• Universidad de Panamá

Papua New Guinea
• The University of Papua 
New Guinea

Peru
• Consejo Nacional de 
Ciencia y Tecnología 
(CONCYTEC)

Philippines
• National Research Council 
of the Philippines (NRCP) 

Poland
• Polish Academy of Sci-
ences (PAS)

Saudi Arabia
• King Abdulaziz City for 
Science and Technology 
(KACST) 

Senegal
• Délégation aux Affaires 
Scientifiques et Techniques, 
MRST 

Seychelles
• Seychelles Bureau of 
Standards (SBS)

Sierra Leone
• Institute of Agricultural 
Research (IAR)

South Africa
• National Research Founda-
tion (NRF)

Sri Lanka
• National Science Founda-
tion (NSF) 

Sudan
• National Centre for 
Research (NCR) 

Sweden
• Ingenjörsvetenskapsakad-
emien (IVA)
• Kungliga Skogs- och 
Lantbruksaka demien (KSLA)
• Kungliga Vetenskapsakade-
mien (KVA)

Switzerland
• Council of the Swiss Scien-
tific Academies (CASS)
• Swiss National Science 
Foundation (SNSF)

Tanzania
• Tanzania Commission 
for Science and Technology 
(COSTECH)
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En soutenant les jeunes chercheurs des pays en dévelop-
pement par des allocations de recherche et des mesures 
d’accompagnement pour renforcer les capacités individu-
elles de recherche, l’IFS depuis plus de 30 ans, a aidé ceux 
qui sont les plus prometteurs à contribuer à l’émergence 
de la recherche scientifique à titre individuel, au dével-
oppement durable de leurs pays et à la lutte contre la 
pauvreté.

En 2008, l’IFS a offert à près de 2500 jeunes scienti-
fiques, différentes aides recouvrant un large éventail de 
soutien confortatif. Celles ci comprennent des bourses de 
recherche, des cours sur les compétences en recherches ou 
sur la communication scientifique, des ateliers théma-
tiques, ou du renforcement managérial et du tutorat indi-
viduel à l’aide de visites dans les laboratoires d’excellence. 
265 bourses individuelles ont été allouées cette année, 
dont 30% à des jeunes femmes. La fondation a aussi 
atteint son objectif d’allouer plus de 70% de ses bourses 
de recherche aux pays prioritaires de son programme.

Dans la même période, les activités de renforcement 
des capacités de recherche, en termes de thématiques ou 
de compétences scientifiques, ont été organisées par l’IFS 
et ses partenaires dans plus de 20 pays. Près d’un millier 
de participants ont pu suivre ces ateliers qui ont porté 
notamment sur le développement des cultures liées à la 
sécurité alimentaire, sur l’amélioration de la gestion des 
eaux et sur le contrôle biologique des pathogènes.

Un autre axe prioritaire de l’IFS en 2008 a été l’aide 
spécifique apportée aux jeunes femmes dans la recherche 
scientifique. Plusieurs ateliers et conférences permettant 

d’améliorer leurs capacités en gestion de la recherche, à 
l’image de celui organisé pour les jeunes chercheurs au 
Kenya en décembre 2008, permettront de développer le 
potentiel de manageur pour les jeunes femmes en Afrique 
et en Asie.

En 2008, l’IFS a initié aussi deux nouvelles impor-
tantes initiatives: Les jeunes femmes dans les programmes 
de recherche agronomique et pour le développement 
(AWARD) et un projet sur la politique des équipements 
dans les universités africaines. Avec ce dernier, cinq uni-
versités africaines recevront des équipements scientifiques 
associés à des soutiens pour une meilleure stratégie de 
gestion et d’amortissement du matériel, ainsi qu’une 
formation des utilisateurs et des techniciens. AWARD 
est une initiative collaborative constituée d’un vaste pro-
gramme pour créer et mobiliser un réseau de talentueuses 
chercheuses Africaines dans le domaine des sciences de 
l’Agriculture.

Un autre fait marquant de l’année 2008 a été la 
décision finale de création d’une “antenne régionale” en 
Afrique, hébergée par le groupe “RUFORUM” (Regional 
Universities Forum for Capacity Buidling in Agriculture) 
en Ouganda. Cela sera effectif en 2009 et permettra 
d’organiser différentes activités de renforcement des 
capacités de recherche en association avec les partenaires 
de la région.

Toutes ces activités ont été rendues possibles grâce 
aux contributions de nos bailleurs de fonds, nous leur 
en sommes extrêmement reconnaissants.

Rapport Annuel IFS 2008
Résumé

Summary in French

I F S  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 0 832



I F S  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 0 7 33

List of acronyms

AAAP Asian-Australasian Association of Animal Produc-
tion Societies

AAU Association of African Universities

AHAV Animal Husbandry Association of Vietnam

AWARD African Women in Agricultural Research and 
Development

BCAS Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies

C3EDM Centre d’Economie et d’Ethique pour l’Environne-
ment et le Développement à Madagascar

CapNet International Network for Capacity Building in 
Integrated Water Resources Management

CGIAR Consultative Group on International Agricultural 
Research

COMSTECH Organisation of The Islamic Conference Standing 
Committee on Scientifi c and Technological Coop-
eration 

CONICET Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científi cas y 
Técnicas (Argentina)

CORUS Coopération pour la Recherche Universitaire et 
Scientifi que, (France)

CRPML Centro Regional de Producción Más Limpia 
(Colombia)

CREPA Centre Régional pour l’Eau Potable et 
l’Assainissement à faible coût (Burkina Faso)

DADOBAT Domestication and Development of Baobab and 
Tamarind (project, West Africa)

DFG Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (Germany)

DFID Department for International Development 
(United Kingdom)

DGDC Directorate-General for Development Cooperation 
(Belgium)

EUR Euro

GNI Gross National Income

HPLC High-Performance Liquid Chromatography

ICARDA International Center for Agricultural Research in 
the Dry Areas

ICIPE International Centre of Insect Physiology and 
Ecology  (Kenya)

ICRAF World Agroforestry Centre (Kenya)

INASP International Network for the Availability of Scien-
tifi c Publications

IOCD International Organization for Chemical Sciences 
in Development

ISDNP International Society for the Development of 
Natural  Products

IRD Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (France)

IRRI International Rice Research Institute (Philippines)

INWRDAM Inter-Islamic Network on Water Resources 
Development and Management

KTH Royal Institute of Technology (Sweden)

LASDEL Laboratoire d’Etudes et de Recherches sur les Dyna-
miques Sociales et le Développement Local (Niger)

LIC Low Income Countries

LMIC Lower Middle Income Countries

MAE Ministère des Affaires Étrangères (France)

MDG United Nations Millennium Development Goals

MESIA Monitoring and Evaluation System for Impact 
Assessment

MISTRA Foundation for Strategic Environmental Research 
(Sweden)

NABSA Network for Analytical and Bio-assay Services in 
Africa (Botswana)

NITUB Network of Instrument Technical personnel and 
User scientists of Bangladesh

NITUN Network of Instrument Technical personnel and 
User scientists of Nepal

Norad Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation

OPCW Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons

PEDECIBA Programa de Desarrollo de las Ciencias Básicas 
(Uruguay)

REARB Réseau Africain de Recherche sur les Bruches (Togo)

RUFORUM Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building 
in Agriculture (Uganda)

SAC Scientifi c Advisory Committee

SEK Swedish Crown

SFSA Syngenta Foundation for Sustainable Agriculture 
(Switzerland)

Sida Swedish International Development Cooperation 
Agency

SIK Swedish Institute for Food and Biotechnology

SLU Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

SNSF Swiss National Science Foundation

UMIC Upper Middle Income Countries

UNU-INRA United Nations University – Institute for Natural 
Resources in Africa (Ghana)

ViFINET Vietnam Fishery and Aquaculture Institutional 
Network

VLIR Flemish Interuniversity Council (Belgium)

WIOMSA Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association
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IFS research grants awarded 2008

A P P E N D I X  1

In 2008, IFS awarded 265 research grants (of 270 approved) to scientists in 47 countries; 228 were 1st grants and 37 
renewal grants.

Country Name of Grantee Research Project Title

Bangladesh DEWAN, Ashraf Mahmmood Integrating GIS and remote sensing techniques to evaluate risk of fl ood and water-borne 
diseases in Dhaka Metropolitan Area of Bangladesh.

FERDOUSI, Farhana Khanam Role of organic pollutants for the formation of humic substances on the Buriganga River.

QUAZI, Shimona “No park is an island”: Evaluating management practices in the buffer zones of selected 
protected areas in Bangladesh.     

RAHMAN, Mohammad  
Arifur

The role of humic substances in Buriganga River water remediation through complexing 
with toxic metals.

Benin AITCHEDJI, Codjo Casimir Connaissances et perceptions des producteurs en matière de récupération et de gestion 
des eaux de pluie pour la production maraîchère de contre-saison au Nord –Bénin.

AVOCEVOU, Carolle M. A. Assessing ecological diversity and productivity of Pentadesma butyracea (Sabine) in Benin.

BACO, Mohamed Nasser Migrations paysannes et developpement du vivriers marchands au Nord Bénin: quelles 
conséquences pour l’agrobiodiversité de l’igname?

DATINON, Benjamin Dossa Effets de Bacillus thuringiensis sur Maruca vitrata (Fabricius), Lépidoptère: Pyralidae,  
ravageur et ses ennemis naturels dans la culture du niébé, Vigna unguiculata (L.) Walp.

FOGNY FANOU, Nadia Lisette 
Medesse

Iron and zinc bioavailability of fonio porridge in Malian women using the extrinsic tag 
method.  

MADODE, Yann Emeric Improving the nutritional status of rural populations in Benin through locally produced 
cowpea-based foods to strengthen food sovereignty.

MOUMOUNI MOUSSA, 
Ismail

Understanding the motivation of organic cotton farmers in changing agricultural 
practices in the Djidja district in central Benin. 

SEZONLIN, Michel Phylogéograhie et génétique des populations du foreur de tiges de graminées, Busseola 
fusca, et de son principal parasitoïde d’oeufs, Telenomus isis, en Afrique de l’Ouest dans 
une perspective de lutte biologique.

TOTIN-VODOUNON, S Henri Variabilité hydroclimatique et disponibilité en eau de surface dans Le Bassin Beninois de 
la Volta.

VIHOTOGBE, Romaric Ecology and Distribution of Bush Mangoes, Irvingia spp. (Irvingiaceae) in the Dahomey 
Gap (West Africa).

YOROU, Nourou Soulemane
(Renewal Grant)

Molecular phylogeny and evolution of West African Thelephorales (Basidomycotina, 
Fungi).

Bolivia AGUILERA, Ximena Zooplankton community structure in different ecoregions of the Andes lakes (Bolivia).

PEREDO, Cesar Bernardo Biodiversity, local development of indigenous communities and poverty alleviation: 
irreconcilable differences or windows of opportunity? The case of the Madidi National 
Park in Bolivia.

Brazil ARAB, Alberto Induced responses of Brugmansia suaveolens (Solanaceae) in the trophic interaction 
with specialist and generalist herbivores and their natural enemies: the role of tropane 
alkaloids.
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Country Name of Grantee Research Project Title

COSTA-LOTUFO, Leticia 
Veras

Chemical and pharmacological characterization of secondary metabolites isolated from 
marine microorganisms collected on the  northeastern Brazilian coast.

ELEUTÉRIO, Ana Alice The ecology of hollow trees: fungal decomposition of living trees in the eastern Brazilian 
Amazon.

FULY, Andre L. Antiophidian properties of different marine algae species from the Brazilian coast.

LERY SANTOS, Leticia 
Miranda

Proteomic analysis of the nitrogen-fi xing bacterium Gluconacetobacter diazotrophicus and 
its interaction with sugarcane and sweet potato.

MALI DE OLIVEIRA, Suzana Biodegradable foams based on cassava starch and sugar cane fi bres obtained by a 
thermopressing process.

SALGUEIRO, Fabiano Phylogeographic history of the Brazilian Atlantic Rain Forest, a biodiversity hotspot 
for conservation priority, based on the brazilian-cherry (Eugenia unifl ora L., Myrtaceae) 
phylogenetics.

SCHMIDT, Isabel Assessing ecological sustainability of Syngonanthus nitens handicrafts on a regional scale 
in the Cerrado biome, Central Brazil.

Burkina 
Faso

BASSOLE, Imael Henri Nestor Utilisation de huiles de Lippia multifl ora, Ocimum basilicum et de Cymbopogon giganteus 
dans la conservation des aliments.  

BAYILI, G. Romaric Corrélations entre les propriétés antioxydantes et les profi ls en composés phénoliques 
des fruits et légumes consommés au Burkina Faso.

DABIRE, Warvar P. Isabelle     Interêt économique de la prévision saisonnière au Burkina Faso: modélisation 
bioéconomique d’exploitations agricoles à l’échelle d’un bassin versant au sud-ouest du 
Burkina Faso.

HILOU, Adama Effect of traditional processing practices on the nutritional value and antinutritional 
factors of leafy amaranth of the Kadiogo region  of Burkina Faso.

KOÏTA, Kadidia Etude de l’activité antifongique d’extraits végétaux contre la rouille de l’arachide dans les 
régions Ouest, Centre et Centre-Est du Burkina Faso.

KONATE, Yacouba Effi cacité du traitement primaire par lagunage anaérobie pour l’élimination de la 
pollution organique et microbienne sous climat sahélien: cas des eaux usées urbaines de 
Ouagadougou (Burkina faso).

OUEDRAOGO, Dénis Analyse socio-économique et institutionelle des déteminants de l’adoption des 
technologies dans les systèmes de production fruitière au Burkina Faso.

OUEDRAOGO, Moussa 
Mamadou

Impacts de la coupe contrôlée et des semis directs sur la regeneration des forêts 
aménagées du Nazinon et de Maro, Burkina Faso.

SEREME, Drissa Caractérisation des isolats du virus de la panachure jaune du riz et criblage des variétés 
résistantes naturelles et transgéniques de riz contre ce virus.

SOMDA, Martin Bienvenu Etudes expérimentales de la réponse immune anti-salive de glossines chez les bovins 
d’Afrique de l’Ouest : application à l’analyse de la trypanotolérance et à l’évaluation de 
l’exposition des troupeaux.

TRAORÉ NÉE GUÉ, 
Nessenindoa Julienne

Conditions d’acceptabilité et d’appropriation d’une innovation agricole : cas du système 
d’irrigation goutte à goutte au Nord et à l’Ouest du Burkina Faso. 

TRAORE, Maminata
(Renewal Grant)

Etude du potentiel antiplasmodial in vivo de Cathium multifl orum (Thonn) hiern 
(Rubiacees).

YONLI, H Arsène Elimination de l´ endosulfan des eaux souterraines par absorption du zeolithes.

Burundi NIYONKURU, Charles
(Renewal Grant)

Impact des activites humaines sur la dynamique des populations des poissons-cichlides 
d’importance commerciale et alimentaire de l’estuaire de la Rusizi au Burundi.

Cameroon DEFFO, Victor
(Renewal Grant)

Dégradation des pâturages de l’Adamaoua camerounais: analyse économique et solutions 
durables.

DONGMO, Alain Bertrand Investigation of antioxidant and antihypertensive properties of two Cameroonian 
medicinal plants : Vitex cienkowshii and Vitex grandifolia (Verbenaceae).

EBANG MENYE, Daniel Diversité et dynamique spatio-temporelle des diatomées benthiques des cours d’eau de la 
région de Yaoundé (Cameroun): bioindication in situ, des effets de pollution organique, 
essai de mise au point d’un indice diatomique.

A P P E N D I X  1
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Country Name of Grantee Research Project Title

EKANE, Bellewang Nelson From waste to resource: Beliefs and perceptions of the use of human excreta  in food 
production: a comparative multidisciplinary study of two communities in Cameroon 
(Muea and Hausa districts).

FONKOU, Théophile
(Renewal Grant)

Performances of local macrophytes in constructed wetlands for wastewater treatment in 
the western highlands of Cameroon.

KUETE, Victor Antimycobacterial activity of Cameroonian medicinal plants and isolated compounds.

MBOUOBDA, Hermann 
Désiré

Stimulation des défenses naturelles chez le cacaoyer (Theobroma cacao) vis-à-vis de 
Phytophthora megakarya à l’aide du BTH, du chitosane, de l’iodus40 et des acides ß et 
gamma aminobutyriques.  

MPAKAM, Hernanie Grelle Etude de la dynamique de pollution des ressources en eau et impacts sur la santé des 
populations dans un quartier à habitat spontané au Cameroun: cas de Kouogouo à 
Bafoussam.

NGONE-ABWE, Mercy Dione Reversion phenomenon in some local cassava cultivars in Cameroon: nature of resistance 
to mosaic disease and potential for healthy planting material production.

NGUEGUIM, Jules Romain Dynamique de croissance et productivité en zone de forêt dense d’Afrique tropicale 
humide : Le cas des plantations d’arbres de Mangombé et Bidou 1964 - 2008 et des forêts 
(perturbées et non perturbées) environnantes (Sud - Cameroun).

NGUELEFACK, Télesphore B. Pharmacological effects in animal models of selected Cameroonian medicinal plants 
extracts on arterial hypertension in relationship to endothelial dysfunction and insulin 
resistance.

NOLA, Moise  Evolution de la microfl ore des eaux souterraines à domicile, et importance de la forme 
bactérienne et de la paroi du rocher dans la rétention des bactéries des eaux souterraines 
en région équatoriale au Cameroun. 

SOH KENGNE, Ebenezer Dynamique des communautés végétales des zones marécageuses urbaines tropicales: cas 
de Yaoundé et ses environs.

TAPONDJOU, Azefack Leon
(Renewal Grant)

Isolation, structure elucidation and pharmacological studies of analgesic, anti-
infl ammatory and antitumoral saponins from some Camerounian medicinal plants. 

TONLE KENFACK, Ignas
(Renewal Grant)

Matériaux hybrides organo-minéraux à base d’argiles camerounaises de type kaolinite: 
synthèse, caractérisation et application à la détection et à l’élimination de polluants 
inorganiques et organiques.

ZEBAZE TOGOUET, Serge H  Recherche d’especes animales indicatrices de la qualite des eaux souterraines du 
Cameroun.

Central 
African 
Republic

DOYEMET, Alfred Les eaux souterraines du secteur de Bangui (RCA) : qualité,  renouvellement  des réserves 
et circuit hydrodynamique par traçage isotopique.

Chile CARDENAS, Leyla Comparative phylogeography in muricid gastropods of the South-eastern Pacifi c coast: 
barriers to marine dispersal and historical biogeography.

LARRONDO, Luis F Comparative and in vivo studies of the circadian properties of the phytopathogen, Botrytis 
cinerea.

LAVANDERO ICAZA, Blas
(Renewal Grant)

The use of plant refuges for Aphelinus mali a parasitoid of Eriosoma lanigerum: effects on 
genetic structure and gene fl ow.

TAPIA, Daniel H Learning by phytophagous insects: processing of information from the host and genomic 
differences in aphids with different host ranges.

China CAI, Xiyun Enantioselective interactions between chiral pesticides and algae: degradation, toxicity 
and their evironmental implications.

DONG, Shengzhang Studies on vitellogenesis and its regulation by yeast-like symbiotes in Nilaparvata lugens.

FAN, Pengfei How do Cao Vit gibbons (Nomascus nasutus) live in the karst forest?

FENG, Muhua Impact of phosphorus load from phosphate mined land on aquatic ecosystems. 

HU Jian
(Renewal Grant)

The expression, distribution and function of integrin ß on Ostrinia hemocytes provoked 
by nonpathogenic ”non-self” foreign objects.

A P P E N D I X  1
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LAI, Weidong Negative temperature sensitive control of Pectinophora gossypiella with attract-and-kill 
insecticide microcapsule strategy.

LIU, Chengshuai Hydrolysis of ester pesticides at the interface of maize rhizosphere soils in South China. 

LIU, Nan Nursing effects of evergreen shrubs and herbs in subtropical degraded grasslands in 
China.

QIN, Chengfeng Development of a replicon-based high throughput screen system for anti-dengue Chinese 
herbs. 

QIN, Jihong Responses of soil microbial and biochemical properties to changes in freeze-thaw 
patterns of subalpine coniferous  forest soil of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau.

REN, Zhuqing Identifi cation and characterization of differentially expressed genes in backfat between 
Meishan and Large White pigs.

SHEN Hong
(Renewal Grant)

Regulatory mechanism of energy metabolism and quantifi cation of energy consumption 
for secretion of organic acids from plant roots differing in aluminium resistance.

SONG, Chunlei The relationship between phytoplankton and bacterioplankton in Lake Chaohu as well 
as the development of a control technology of algal bloom.

TENG, Nianjun Responses of plant growth and development to gradually increasing atmospheric CO2 
concentrations. 

WANG, Ailan Genetic diversity and conservation of wild medical  rhubarb resources  in the Tibetan 
Plateau.

WANG, Huan Ling Population structure and genetic diversity of Chinese suckers in the Yangzte River basin.

WEI, Hailei Population diversity of culturable endophytic nicotine-degrading bacteria in tobacco 
(Nicotiana tabacum L.).

WU, Gang Plant allocation to defensive compounds of transgenic Bt cotton in response to 
infestation by cotton bollworm under elevated CO2.

XU, Weihai Environmental exposure, distribution and sources of antibiotics in drinking water 
sources in the Pearl River Delta, South China.

XU, Xuewen Elucidation of the genetic basis of the roan plumage colour in Chinese Silkie chickens.

YANG, Shuhua The effect of altitude on morphological, physiological and genetic variations of the 
endemic species Rosa platyacantha in Eastern Tianshan Mountain of Xinjang, China. 

YOU, Jiangfeng Mobilization of aluminium in Panax ginseng successive cropping soil and Al 
phytotoxicity to Panax ginseng.

YUAN, Songhu Surfactant-enhanced zero-valent iron remediation of hexachlorobenzene-contaminated 
sediments.

YUAN, Xian Zheng The release of phosphorus and microcystins during the anaerobic digestion of algae: a 
laboratory-scale test.

ZHA, Xue-qiang   Studies on polysaccharide compounds  from Dendrobium huoshanense and their anti-
cataract functions in animal models.

ZHANG, Wei Effects of petroleum contamination on groundwater bacterial communities.

ZHANG, Yuejin Retardant effect of different composition of soil organic matter on adsorption/desorption 
and vertical transportation of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons.

ZHAO, Haiyan The forms and plant availabilities of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in soils.

ZHUANG, Li Humic substance-mediated reductive dechlorination of organochlorine pesticides in 
paddy soils.

Colombia CABRERA, Jaime Andres Natural Lick Ecology in the Southern Colombian Amazon.

GIRALDO ECHEVERRI, 
Carolina

Foraging dynamics and nest establishment in the leafcutter ant (Atta cephalotes) colonies 
in three land uses in the El Hatico Natural Reserve.

GONZALEZ, Jaime Fernando
(Renewal Grant)

Changes in biochemical and reproductive variables in red tilapia (Oreochormis sp) after 
sub-chronic exposure to glyphosate (Roundup).

GUTIÉRREZ, Pablo Andrés Purifi cation and characterization of fungal phytases with potential use in animal feed. 
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VASQUEZ SARRIA, Nancy Nitrogen removal capacity in an activated sludge system by the contact stabilization 
method to treat domestic sewage.

Congo BASSILOUA, Jean-bruno Optimisation de la production d’huiles essentielles de Xylopia aethiopica (Dunal) A. 
Richard dans un agrosystème à sous-étage de niébé (Vigna unguiculata (L) Walp).

BAZOUNGOULA, Alain 
Armand

Caractérisation des exigences écologiques des espèces Gnetum africanum et Gnetum 
buchholzianum en vue de leur domestication.

MIKOLO, Bertin
(Renewal Grant)

 Activité  insecticide  des fractions d’écorce de Fagara heitzii (Aubr. et Pel) (Rutaceae) sur 
Callosobruchus maculatus  F. (Coleoptera Bruchidae).

MOUKANDI - N’KAYA, Guy 
Dieudonne

Etude hydrogéologique in situ et modélisation hydrodynamique des aquifères de la 
région de Pointe-Noire (République du Congo).           

Congo, D R MAJALIWA, Mwanjalolo  
Jackson-Gilbert

L’effet du changement de l’utilisation des terres sur la pollution diffuse dans les bassins 
des grands lacs Congolais.

Côte 
d’Ivoire

AKESSE, Djamatchè Paul 
Valéry

Variation saisonnière de la contamination métallique de l’environnement aquatique et la 
spéciation des métaux lourds dans l’eau, le sédiment et dans Tympanotonus fuscatus et T. 
fuscatus radula de la lagune Ebrié (Côte d’Ivoire).

KOKO, Louis Kan Anselme 
Jaizone

Evaluation et évolution de la disponibilité du phosphore de sols de Côte d’Ivoire cultivés 
sous cacaoyer (Théobroma cacao L.) en fonction d’une fertilisation à base de compost de 
résidus d’écabossage.

KOUADIO, Degbeu Claver Evolution des propriétés physicochimiques de l’amidon d’igname (Dioscorea spp) au 
cours de la tubérisation et essai d’application.

KOUAME, Georges Droits fonciers et gestion intra-familiale de la terre chez les Agni-Sanwi (Sud-Est 
ivoirien).

KOUAME, Kouamé Martin Impact du rejet des effl uents de caoutchouc traités par lagunage sur la qualité des eaux de 
la rivière Amia (Bongo, Côte d’Ivoire).

KOUAME, N’da Valentine Etude des propriétés rhéologiques de gels d’amidon d’igname (Dioscorea spp.) et de 
manioc (Manihot esculenta Crantz) sélectionnés en Côte d’Ivoire : essai d’application 
technologique.

KOUAME, Sylvie  Mireille Production de substances antibactériennes chez les espèces du genre Bifi dobacterium en 
Côte d’Ivoire.

LOUKOU, Ahou Léticia Intensifi cation de la production de la cucurbite oléagineuse Lagenaria siceraria (Molina) 
Standl.: étude de l’infl uence du temps de maturation des baies sur les qualités 
agronomique, biochimique et nutritionnelle.

SIKA, Ahoua Edmond Etude des métaux traces (Cd, Pb, Zn, Cu) dans les produits maraîchers des sites 
d’agriculture urbaine de la  Côte d’Ivoire: cas de la ville d’Abidjan.      

SORO, Débégnoun Marcelline Droits fonciers et gestion intra-familiale de la terre en Côte d’Ivoire: Une analyse 
comparée au sein de communautés sénoufo localisées dans leur zone d’origine (nord) et 
dans un contexte d’immigration (sud-est).

YEO, Kolo Evaluation de l’impact des pressions humaines sur la biodiversité du Parc National du 
Banco en Côte d’Ivoire: Utilisation des fourmis comme indicateurs biologiques.

Cuba ACOSTA MASPONS, Alexis Identifi cation and preliminary characterization of  metacaspase genes in tobacco 
(Nicotiana tabacum L.).

ARECE, Javier Towards sheep integrated parasite control (IPC) in a silvopastoral context.

GARCÍA, Mónica Isolation and characterization of antimicrobial peptides from marine invertebrates. 

GONZÁLEZ, Yamile
(Renewal Grant)

Obtaining of CmPI-II mutants more potent and selective against human neutrophil 
elastase and subtilisin-like proteases from Plasmodium falciparum.

MARTIN MEDINA, Carlos
(Renewal Grant)

Investigation of new lignocellulosic raw materials for ethanol production.

PASCUAL ALONSO, Isel 
(Renewal Grant)

Inhibitors of the M1 family of aminopeptidases and dipepetidyl peptidase IV from 
marine organisms with potential therapeutic applications.

RODRIGUEZ RAMOS, Tania Cloning and characterization of nitric oxide synthase (NOS) gene in the spiny lobster 
Panulirus argus.
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ROS QUINCOCES, Uris 
Lianne

Peptides as models of the N-termini of sticholysins: pore-forming toxins from a sea 
anemone, with potential biomedical applications.

SÁNCHEZ RENDÓN, Jorge 
Alberto  (Renewal Grant)

Effects of seed dormancy, cotyledon reserves and herbivory on establishent of tropical 
trees.

SOSA, Areadne Obtaining and evaluation of a microbial feed additive for ruminants.

SOTO FEBLES, Carmen De 
Los Angeles

Effects of pore-forming proteins produced by a sea anemone on some morphological and 
physiological properties of cell models.

VALLE, Aisel Design and preparation of sticholysin mutants that spontaneously aggregate as dimers 
stabilized by disulphide bonds. 

Egypt BADR, El-sayed Abdel-rahman Water quality assessment: dissolved organic nitrogen (DON) and carbon (DOC) 
biogeochemistry in the River Nile, Egypt.

EL-KADY, Ahmed Abdel-
gawad El-kady

Non conventional low-cost application of nanoporous activated carbons for the removal 
of pesticides from aqueous solution. 

Ethiopia ABEBE, Getachew Tesfaye Reproductive ecology and regeneration of the endangered Hagenia abyssinica tree species 
in an Ethiopian montane forest.

ABIYU HAILU, Abrham Role of Enclosures for enhanced economic and ecologic function of farm forestry 
practices in North Gondar.

BIAZIN TEMESGEN, Birhanu Rainwater harvesting techniques for improved agricultural production by smallholder 
farmers in the Central Rift Valley of Ethiopia.

GELAW, Aweke Mulualem Soil quality: an index of sustainable yields for farmers in the dry ecosystems of Ethiopia.

Gabon APINDA -LEGNOUO, Emelie 
Arlette

Biological value of reserve areas in Gabon as indicated by Dragonfl ies.

Ghana ABENGMENENG, 
Sorngmenenye Cosmas

Resistance and susceptibility of Ceiba pentandra to stem dieback disease.

ANNOR, Frank Ohene Productivity of small reservoirs in the Volta Basin of Ghana.

DERBILE, Emmanuel 
Kanchebe

Socio-economic dimensions of small reservoir management and food security in the 
Volta Basin of Northern Ghana.

OWUSU, George Socio-economic Effects of landfi lls in a less developed country: a case study of the 
Mallam and Oblogo Landfi lls, Accra, Ghana.

TEKPETEY, Stephen Lartey Addressing the underutilization of bamboo resources in Ghana: the effect of sites, season 
and culm position on drying properties and schedules.

YEBOAH, Edward
(Renewal Grant)

The temporal infl uence of residue quality on soil organic carbon quantity and quality.

Honduras FONTECHA, Gustavo Adolfo
(Renewal Grant)

Genetic characterization of Beauveria bassiana strains for biological control of the coffee 
berry borer, Hypothenemus hampei (Ferrari) (Coleoptera) in Honduras.

India BARMAN, Keshab Use of tannin as a natural binder to improve protein utilization from forage silage in 
ruminants.

JOSHI, Geeta Theoretical analysis of adsorption isotherms by Brunauer, Emmett and Teller theory  and 
standardization of optimum conditions for seed storage of Bambusa bambos and Jatropha 
curcus.

KASHWAN, Prakash Forests in Flux: local governance, property rights deliberations, and forest conservation 
in India. 

MUNDACKATHARAPPEL, 
Joseph Mathew

Diversity and abundance of spiders (Order: Araneae) in different habitat types of   
Agasthyamala Biosphere Reserve in the Southern Western Ghats of  Kerala, India.

PANIGRAHI, Jogeswar Molecular mapping of genes conferring resistance to pod borer and pod fl y in Cajanus 
cajan (L.) Millsp..

PATIL, Yogesh Removal of gold- and silver-cyanide from wastewaters using low-cost biosorbents: a 
novel approach for resource recovery.

SANKARARAMAKRISHNAN, 
Nalini  (Renewal Grant)

Studies on the use of iron-chitosan nanocomposites for the removal of arsenic from 
ground water.
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SELVIN, Joseph
(Renewal Grant)

Development of culture-independent approaches to investigate unculturable microbial 
symbionts of the marine sponge Dendrilla nigra.

STEPHEN, Roy Development of water stress tolerant coconut hybrids through selective fertilization.

Indonesia ANDRIA AGUSTA, Andria Biotransformation of anti-infective natural alkaloids by the use of endophytic fungi.

CAHYARINI, Sri Yudawati Coral morphology and geochemical proxies as an archive for environmental change.

ELIZABETH WATURANGI, 
Diana

Prevalence and level of Vibrio cholerae in ice used by street vendors in Jakarta, Indonesia.

MARFAI, Muh Aris Impact of coastal inundation to ecology and agricultural land use in Semarang 
Indonesia.

RADJASA, Ocky Karna
(Renewal Grant)

Antifouling activity of sea grass associated bacteria against marine biofi lm-forming 
bacteria.

SANTOSA, Sri Juari
(Renewal Grant)

Fixed bed column applicationof a humic acid-clinth hybrid as a bioadsorbent for 
recovery and reuse of chromium in the effl uent of tannery wastewater treatment.

Iran AMOOZEGAR, Mohammad 
Ali Amoozegar

Biodiversity of culturable moderately halophilic bacteria from Lake Aran-Bidgol.

RAJABI KHORRAMI, Afshin Se  paration and purifi cation of paclitaxel from Taxus biomass by molecularly imprinted 
polymer monolithic stationary phase.

Iraq AL-OBAIDI, Riyadh M. Saleh Effect of stabilization properties of contact-stabilization activated sludge in the removal 
of specifi c pollutants from wastewater.

Kenya DERESE, Solomon W. Anti-plasmodial and larvicidal compounds from Millettia lasiantha, Millettia oblata and 
Milletia tanaensis.

ESHIAMWATA, George Were Developing a system of monitoring important bird areas in Africa using remote sensing.

IRUNGU, Beatrice Njeri Investigation of in vivo antiplasmodial properties of some Kenyan medicinal plants. 

KERAITA, Bernard Using Moringa oleifera seed extracts to reduce microbial contamination in irrigation water 
in urban vegetable farming in Ghana. 

KOECH, Mary Njeri Kifuko Contribution of Desmodium spp to soil fertility  rehabilitation in ”Push-Pull” 
intercropping systems in Western Kenya.     

MALOMBE, Itambo Edge effects on epiphyllous bryophytes in the fragmented Taita Hills moist forests. 

MUCHAI, Samuel Muchane
(Renewal Grant)

Effects of habitat fragmentation on Sharpe’s Longclaw, Macronyx sharpie: dispersal, 
movement, population and reproductive success in the Kinangop Plateau.

MURIITHI, Mary Nyawira The impact of management-mediated arbuscular mycorrhizal fungal (AMF) community 
changes on soil structure, nutrient use effi ciency and interaction with soil macrofauna.     

MUTIGA, Jeniffer Kinoti Planning of system innovations in watersheds: spatial mapping of environmental and 
hydrological determinants in the Ewaso Ng’iro North River Basin, Kenya, Africa.

NDUNDA, Beth Phytochemical anti-plasmodial and larvicidal assessmet of some Kenyan medicinal 
plants of the genus Croton.

OBIERO, Clifford Clement The teleconnections of rainfall and streamfl ow in semi-arid basins of Kenya with sea 
surface temperatures of the Indian Ocean.

ODAK, Jenipher Akinyi Glyphosate and aminomethylphosphonic acid residue persistence in tea soils and plants 
in the Kenyan highlands.

ONYANCHA, Caroline 
Kwamboka

Study of groundwater depletion by drilling of deep tube wells in the urban areas of 
Nairobi and evaluation of potential sites for artifi cial recharge.

SITOKI, Lewis Cyanobacteria in the Nyanza Gulf of Lake Victoria: public health risks.

TONUI, Willy Kiprotich
(Renewal Grant)

Antileishmanial and immunostimulatory activities of compounds from Warburgia 
ugandensis and effects of Kenyan Plants on the vectorial capacity of sandfl ies.

WAMALWA, Benson Munyali Metagenomic exploration for cellulosome-like sequences in the termite-hindgut 
ecosystem. 

WAMBU, Enos Wamalwa Removal of fl uoride ions from aqueous solutions by a siliceous mineral of a Kenyan 
origin.
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Madagascar RABEMANANJARA, 
Vololonirina Alisambatra

Trajectoire des exploitations agricoles et impact des politiques publiques au Lac Alaotra.     

RAHARINJATO, Fanja 
Hanitriniala

Isolement et analyse structurale des constituants antipaludiques de Androya decaryi 
(Loganiaceae) et Lasiocladus anthospermifolius (Acanthaceae).

RAKOTOARIMANANA, 
Vonjison
(Renewal Grant)

Feu, pâturage et dynamique des savanes à Madagascar: transect Est-Ouest.

RAKOTOARIMANGA, Nirina Impact des plantes exotiques sur la structure et les fonctions des communautés 
microbiennes telluriques: cas des Eucalyptus utilisés aux reboisements des zones 
forestières dégradées à Madagascar. 

RALAIBIA, Boniface 
Erménégilde

 Isolement et détermination de la structure des constituants antidiabétiques de Kotschya 
perrieri (Fabaceae). 

RANDRIAMPARANY, Tantely Validation des techniques de diagnostic de la peste porcine africaine et application à la 
caracterisation moleculaire des souches malgaches.

RANDRIANARIVO, 
Emmanuël

Mise en évidence de l’activité antidiabétique de Kotschya perrieri (Fabaceae) sur différents 
modèles in vivo et in vitro. 

RAZAFINDRAMANANA, 
Norosoa Christine

Contrôle de pertes en terre, en carbone et en nutriments (azote, phosphore) par érosion 
dans les systèmes de culture en semis direct sur couverture végétale permanente sur les 
Hautes Terres Malgaches.

Malawi MWATSETEZA, Jonas Frazer Studies for the enhancement of utilisation of velvet beans (Mucuna pruriens) in Malawi.

Malaysia SANNY, Maimunah Assessing risk of acrylamide in French fries production in Malaysian food service 
establishments from a techno-managerial approach. 

Mexico CHAN-BACAB, Manuel Jésus
(Renewal Grant)

Leishmanicidal activity of natural products from the Yucatan peninsula.

ORTEGA MORALES, 
Benjamin Otto  (Renewal 
Grant)

Marine biofi lm inhibition by bacterial exopolymeric substance coatings and 
characterization of producing isolates.

PARRA-TABLA, Victor
(Renewal Grant)

The effect of pollinator diversity and management practices on the genetic structure and 
diversity of squash crops in the Yucatan, Mexico.

RANGEL PORTA, Lucia Eliana
(Renewal Grant)

The role of testosterone on the ovulatory process in laying hens.

RIVERA MADRID, Renata
(Renewal Grant)

Analysis of carotenoid cleavage dioxygenases from Annatto (Bixa orellana L.): key 
enzymes in the oxidative remodelling of carotenoids.

VILLALOBOS, Mario
(Renewal Grant)

Determination of the sorption mechanism during As(III) oxidation reactions by 
environmentally relevant Mn oxides.

Morocco HASSANI ZERROUK, Mounir Activité antimicrobienne des huiles essentielles et leur potentiel application dans la 
conservation des aliments.

NABLOUSSI, Abdelghani Développement d’un germoplasme de carthame oléique adapté de haute valeur 
agronomique et technologique.

Nepal BUDHATHOKI, Uttam Production of xylanase from selective Thermoactinomycetes isolated from soils of Nepal 
and its purifi cation and biochemical characterization. 

KHATRI CHHETRI, Pramila Assessment of soil quality index of different land uses in different elevations and aspects 
in the Mardi Watershed, Kaski, Nepal.

Niger ABDOU BABAYE, Maman 
Sani

Contribution à l’évaluation des ressources en eaux souterraines du bassin de Dargol 
(Liptako - Niger).

Nigeria AJAERO, Chukwuedozie 
Kelechukwu

Spatial Impacts of Rural-Urban Migration on Rural Livelihoods in the southeastern geo-
political zone of Nigeria.

AKINTAYO, Cecilia Olufunke Synthesis, characterization and evaluation of Albizia benth oil polyesteramides, 
polyetheramides and polyurethanes.

BABALOLA, Folaranmi Dapo Socio-economic potential of selected non-timber forest products to the rural economy in 
Southwestern Nigeria. 
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ERAKHRUMEN, Andrew 
Agbontalor

Evaluation of the dendroremediation capability of the Nigerian red mangrove (Rhizophora 
racemosa g.f.w. Meyer) in the Niger-delta region.

GBADAMOSI, Alaba 
Emmanuel

Propagation, improvement and conservation of the medicinal plant- Picralima nitida 
(Stapf). 

NZEADIBE, Thaddeus Chidi Waste scavenging and recycling in the Aba Urban Area of Nigeria.

OBOH, Ganiyu Interaction of phenolic extracts from some tropical green leafy vegetables with key 
enzymes linked to non-insulin dependent Diabetes Mellitus and hypertension.

OGBOLE, Omonike Oluyemisi Antipoliovirus  evaluation of  ten medicinal plants identifi ed  from Nigerian 
ethnobotany.

OGUNTOYINBO, Folarin 
Anthony

Phylogenetic studies of Alicyclobacillus isolated from fruit juices, concentrate and the 
processing environment in Western and Southern Africa.

Pakistan MEMON, Saima Qayyum Evaluation of economical adsorbents for Arsenic remediation.

SAEED, Asma
(Renewal Grant)

Environmental-friendly technology for the removal of metals, phenolics and textile dyes 
from industrial wastewaters.

SAEED, M. Khalid Development of Karela (Momordica charantia) Tea and appraisal of its antioxidant and 
hypoglycemic activities.

Peru TORRES, Fernando G  
(Renewal Grant)

Production of biodegradable and compostable plastics from Peruvian traditional tuber 
crops.

Philippines NAZARENO, Patricia Anne Screening of the plant community in a  waste disposal facility in Cebu City,  Philippines  
for tolerance to toxic metals:  implications for future phytoremediation of metal-
contaminated soils.      

SALMO, Severino Ill Evaluating trajectory in restoration ecology: Can planted mangroves restore forest 
structure and ecological functions?

Rwanda MUNYANDAMUTSA, Sanzira 
Philippe

Ecologie et biodiversité des zones littorales du Lac Kivu; cas des Haplochromis 
kamiranzovu, H. insidae et H. rubescens.

Senegal DIOUF, Diégane Impact  de la salinité sur la diversité génétique et fonctionnelle des bactéries fi xatrices 
d’azote associées à Acacia seyal au Sénégal.

SALL, Mamadou Caractérisation et modélisation du transfert des nitrates dans la nappe de la zone des 
Niayes.

South 
Africa

DALTON, Desiré Lee Marker assisted screening for hybrid wildebeest. 

GOUWS, Gavin Genetic stock assessment of two inshore sparids (Cymatoceps nasutus and Pachymetopon 
grande): implications for stock management and marine protected areas along the south 
coast of South Africa.

MARKOTTER, Wanda Biological and molecular determinants of pathogenesis of African lyssaviruses.

MATIMATI, Ignatious Evaluating dew and fog contributions to plant water, photosynthesis and growth of some 
endemic succulent species of succulent Karoo Species in the arid West Coast of South 
Africa.

MAVUNGANIDZE, Zira An evaluation of weed management options in conservation agriculture in a cotton, 
cereal and legume  based farming system.

NAIGAGA, Irene Use of bioindicators and biomarkers to assess aquatic environmental contamination in 
selected wetlands receiving urban run-off.

SAWUNYAMA, Tendai Assessing impacts of hydrological uncertainty on water resource estimation in selected 
catchments in South Africa.

Tanzania KYOMO, Jeremiah  Andrew Effects  of  anthropogenic activities  on benthic macroinvertebrate  assemblages in  
Uluguru Mountains Forest head  streams in Tanzania.

LOBORA, Alexander Loiruk Conservation of mammal species and their habitat in Swagaswaga Game Reserve in 
Central Tanzania.

MAGADULA, Joseph J Screening of Tanzanian Garcinia species for protease and HIV-1 (protease & reverse 
transcriptase) inhibitors and isolation of possible anti-HIV agents.

MGODE, Georgies Rare mole rat species diversity assessment and conservation in northern Tanzania.

MJEMAH, Ibrahimu Chikira Sustainability of an alluvial aquifer in the semi-arid Dodoma area, Tanzania.
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NJANA, Marco Andrew Miombo Woodlands tree species diversity and their contribution to local communities’ 
livelihood: the case of the Urumwa Forest Reserve, Tabora, Tanzania.

NKWABI, Ally Kiyenze Infl uence of fi re and grazing of ungulates on the nesting habitat, timing of breeding, and 
nesting success of avian communities of the Serengeti National Park, Tanzania.

TUMBO, Madaka Rainfall variability  implications for communities’ livelihoods and water resources  in 
Simiyu Catchment, Lake Victoria Basin, Tanzania.

Thailand KAEWSUWAN, Songsri Biosynthesis of C22 polyunsaturated fatty acids in the moss Physcomitrella patens by the 
algae Pavlova sp. delta5-elongase. 

LUEPROMCHAI, Ekawan Application of Rhodococcus spp. and surfactants for bioremediation of trichloroethylene 
contaminated soil.

MEEBOON, Jamjan Diversity, distribution, and genetic variation of Mycosphaerella and its anamorphs in 
Thailand.

NAPASINTUWONG, Orachos Farmer’s acceptance of GM-papaya in Thailand.

PALAGA, Tanapat Screening and characterization of anti-infl ammatory compounds produced by 
Streptomyces spp. isolated from Northern Thailand. 

PROMMI, Taeng-on Caddis fl ies and their use as biological indicators of water quality in Thailand. 

PROM-U-THAI, Chanakan Improving iron density in rice-based diets by fortifying parboiled rice.

TEWTRAKUL, Supinya Anti-infl ammatory and anti-allergic effects of compounds from Rhinacanthus nasutus and 
their mechanisms of actions.

VANGNAI, Alisa Isolation and characterization of mesophilic-thermophilic organic solvent-tolerant 
bacteria for biotechnological and environmental applications.

Togo ATATO, Abalo Contribution des fruitiers spontanés à la réduction de la pauvreté au Togo.

TENOU, Yawo Jonky  Impacts de l’élevage du bétail transhumants sur la qualité des  ressources en eaux de 
surface: cas du bassin de l’Oti au nord  du Togo.

Tunisia AKROUT-BACCOUR, Hanene Traitement des eaux usées industrielles par oxydation électrochimique sur des électrodes 
dotées d’une couche de diamant dopé au bore ‘boron doped diamond.’

HICHEM, Chouayekh
(Renewal Grant)

Assessment of the potential of the L-AI strain from Lactobacillus plantarum NC8 in 
bioconversion of the D-galactose unconsumed by yoghurt starters into D-tagatose in 
comparison with the strain, L-AI US100.

MECHICHI, Tahar Production de laccases fongiques par fermentation en milieux solides et leur application 
pour la décoloration des éffl uents de l’industrie du textile. 

Uganda ABILA, Patrick P’odyek Host range and genetic diversity of Glossina fuscipes in the Lango sub-region of Uganda.

ELEPU, Gabriel  Comparative profi tability of organic and conventional cotton production systems in 
Uganda .

KADDUMUKASA, Martha 
Adrona

Water safety and pollution: a case study of Vibrio cholerae in Uganda.

KASANGAKI, Aventino Assessment of the ecological health of streams and rivers in the Albertine Rift region of 
Uganda.

MULEBEKE, Robert Towards effi cient water resource productivity: characterization of the surface water and 
green water fl ows in different land use types in a banana-based microcatchment of Lake 
Victoria basin.

NAKABONGE, Grace Susceptibility of Eucalyptus hybrids to Botryosphaeria canker in Uganda.

TABUTI, John Robert Stephen Sustainable management of forests on private land through collaborative partnerships 
with rural communities.

Venezuela SAN-BLAS, Ernesto Role of nitrogenous compounds in the development of infective juveniles of 
entomopathogenic nematodes.

Viet Nam CUONG, Nguyen Manh
(Renewal Grant)

Production, semi-synthesis and biological evaluation of indirubin derivatives.

DO THI THANH, Van Feed selection and dietary preferences of browse species by goats on a natural pasture in 
Ninh Thuan province in the central regions of Vietnam.
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DUONG, Thi Thuy Water quality associated with abundance of toxic cyanobacteria in the Nui Coc reservoir 
(North Vietnam).

HOANG Thi Thai Hoa Nutrient and water management for sustainable rice production in rainfed lowland of 
Thua Thien Hue province, Central Viet Nam.

KHOI, Chau Minh Management of algal growth for brine shrimp Artemia production in the Mekong Delta 
by optimizing nutrient supplements. 

LE Hoa Quang Etude du rôle d’une protéine de type dirigent dans l’adaptation du riz à la salinité par 
l’approche ARN interference.

LE, Minh Molecular evolution of the orchid genus Cheirostylis: local versus regional scale 
speciation.

NGUYEN Thi Phi Oanh Genetic assessment of pesticide-degrading bacterial communities in the Mekong delta, 
Vietnam.

NGUYEN THI THU, Nga Biological control gummy stem blight (Didymella bryoniae) and Fusarium wilt on 
watermelon by the rhizobacterium, Pseudomonas fl uorescens 231-1.

QUYEN, Dinh Thi
(Renewal Grant)

Functional expression of the Ralstonia sp. M1 lipase LipA in Escherichia coli by high-level 
co-expression of its chaperon LipB.

TRANVAN, Do Diversity of native forest tree species of natural forest, forest plantations and unplanted 
areas of Coma commune in the Northwest region, Vietnam.

VU NGUYEN, Thanh
(Renewal Grant)

Conservation of the biodiversity of Vietnamese traditional alcohol fermentation starters: 
understanding the system for truly traditional processes.

Zimbabwe CHERENI, Admire Institutional arrangements for sustainable governance of wetlands in the face of 
Environmental change: the case of Zimbabwe.     

JECHE CHAMINUKA, 
Petronella

Balancing ecotourism and livestock production – implications for livelihoods and the 
environment in Limpopo Province, South Africa.

MABIZA, Collin Calvin The process of catchment planning in developing countries: challenges and opportunities 
of implementing integrated water resource management.

MASHINGAIDZE, Nester  Weed dynamics in dryland conservation agriculture and the impact on management. 

NDEBELE-MURISA, Mzime 
Regina

A study of primary production in Lake Kariba, Zimbabwe.

NYAMADZAWO, George An assessment of greenhouse gas emissions from seasonal wetlands (Dambos) from 
Central Zimbabwe and the effects of their cultivation on greenhouse gas production.

A P P E N D I X  1

I F S  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 0 844



IFS capacity enhancing support 2008

A P P E N D I X  2 a

Events arranged by IFS and its partners 2008

A major part of the IFS capacity enhancing support programme in 2008 focussed on the arranging of thematic and 
research skills workshops for scientists in the priority countries. The following events, arranged by IFS and its collaborating 
partners were attended by more than 1,000 young scientists, including IFS grantees, applicants and potential applicants.

Country Event IFS Partners

Bangladesh Training Workshop on Delivery of Capacity on Water & 
Sanitation (WATSAN) Management in Bangladesh 

(Three workshops)

BCAS

 National Workshop on Scientifi c Methodology and 
Development of Grant Application

(Two workshops)

BCAS

International Workshop on Scientifi c Methodology and 
Development of Grant Applications for IFS

BCAS

Introduction and Orientation of IFS Programme BCAS

Benin Proposal Writing Workshop -Entomology IRD 

Botswana Pre-symposium Workshop on Hyphenated HPLC methods for 
online structure determination of natural products in connection 
with IOCD-ISDNP Symposium “Natural Products: Unlimited 
Resources for the Development of Drugs, Cosmetics and Food”

IOCD, ISDNP; University of Botswana

Mini-symposium on Natural Products University of Botswana

Burkina Faso Proposal Writing Workshop CREPA

Colombia Proposal Writing Workshop CRPML

Côte d’Ivoire Formation sur la Méthodologie de Rédaction de Projet, 
sur la Recherche de la Littérature Scientifi que Technique et 
l’élaboration de Bibliographie

CREPA

Ethiopia Proposal Writing Workshop University of Mekelle, Ethiopia

Proposal Writing Workshop Challenge Program for Water and Food (CGIAR)

Ghana Conceptualisation and Preparation of Research Proposals UNU-INRA

Proposal Writing Workshop for Applicants CREPA

Jordan Proposal Writing Workshop - Grey Water INWRDAM 

Kenya Proposal Writing and Manuscript Writing Workshop Maji na Ufanisi; INASP

Proposal Writing Workshop University of Nairobi, Kenya

Research and Management Skills for Women in Agricultural and 
Natural Science

Egerton University, Kenya; UNU-INRA

Proposal Writing Workshop - Underutilised Crops Bioversity International
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Country Event IFS Partners

Madagascar “Sciences et Art” University of Antananarivo, Madagascar; IRD

Management d’équipes et rédaction de projet IRD/CORUS

Literature Search Training University of Antananarivo, Madagascar; 
IFS Alumni Madagascar

Séminaire d’orientation pour les Recherches en Sciences Sociales University of Antananarivo, Madagascar; 
C3EDM

Nepal Equipment Maintenance/Repair Workshop University of Kathmandu, Nepal

Niger Université d’été du LASDEL Niger LASDEL

Rwanda Enhanced Utilization of Phosphate Rocks for Agricultural 
Development

Rwanda Agricultural Research Institute; Sida 
NATUR

Senegal Cours international sur les techniques moléculaires SFSA; UNU/INRA; DADOBAT; University of 
Gent

South Africa Workshop on Plant Induced Resistance for Pest and Disease 
Control (PIRAC)

Södertörns Högskola, Sweden

Sweden Semiochemicals in Pest Control and Conservation Biology KTH, Sweden; Lund University, Sweden; 
SLU, Sweden; Universidad de Chile

Training visit to advanced laboratories KTH, Sweden; Lund University, Sweden; 
SLU Sweden; Universidad de Chile

Traditional Grains for Low Environmental Impact and Good 
Health

SIK, Sweden; University of Pretoria, South Africa 

Tanzania Semiochemicals in insect pest and disease vector management - 
the African perspective 

SLU, Sweden; ICIPE Kenya; AAU Ethiopia

Ecology, Resources and Management of Tropical Seascapes: from 
Theory to Practice

WIOMSA

Thailand Critical Refl ection on Water Governance Dialogues University of Gothenburg, Sweden

Togo Proposal Writing Workshop CREPA

3rd International Symposium of REARB and the 1st Symposium 
of COMEC/PV

University of Lome, Togo

Uruguay Chemistry in Nature - Natural Resources: Chemical, Biological 
and Environmental Aspects - with Focus on Latin America

OPCW; Universidad de la República-Montevideo, 
Uruguay; Instituto de Investigaciones Biológicas-
Clemente Estable; PEDECIBA; Institut Pasteur, 
Uruguay

Vietnam IFS mini-symposium in connection with the 13th AAAP Animal 
Science Congress - 2008

 AAAP/AHAV

Young scientists’ contribution to solving environmental 
problems

Hue University, Vietnam; Vietnam National 
Council for Science and Technology Policy

Zambia Proposal Writing Workshop University of Zambia
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Grantees’ training visits and conference attendance 2008

Some 80 IFS Grantees travelled to and participated in the following events during 2008 as part of the IFS Capacity 
Enhancing Support Programme. 
Grantees came from the following countries: 
 Bangladesh, Benin, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chile, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, 

Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Nigeria, Peru, 
Senegal, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, Tunisia, Uganda, Vietnam, Zimbabwe.

Country Event/activity

Argentina Individual training visits to various Argentinean Universities (CONICET)

Austria Training course in genetics and microbiology

Botswana IOCD-ISDNP International Symposium: “Natural Products: unlimited resources for the development 
of drugs, cosmetics and food” 

Brazil Mentorship including support for publishing research fi ndings

Individual training visits to universities/research institutes

Burkina Faso Western Africa Network of Natural Products Research Scientists meeting 2008 (WANNPRES)

Canada Individual training visit to university/research institute

China Training course in analytical techniques

Czech Republic 3rd International Scientifi c Conference Fortechenvi 2008

France Individual training visit to university/research institute

International Cotton Conference: “Rationals and Evolution of Cotton Policies”

International Symposium on High Pressure Low Temperature Plasma Chemistry

Training course on theme “Plants, Microbe, Environment”

Training course: “Methodologies of the study of plantation sustainability”

Germany First International Symposium on Biotechnology of Fruit Species - Biotech Fruits 2008

Individual training visit to university/research institute

Ghana 2nd African Conference on Edible and Medicinal Mushrooms

Association for African Medicinal Plants Standards (AAMPS) Meeting 

Greece 33rd FEBS Congress & 11th IUBMB Conference

India Thirteenth Asian Symposium on Medicinal Plants, Spices and other Natural Products (ASOMPS 
XIII)

International Society of Biotechnology Conference
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Country Event/activity

Italy 9th World Rabbit Congress 

10th International Fusarium Workshop and Fusarium Genomics Workshop 2008

IPS-17 and ICEM 2008 Conferences

Korea World Aquaculture 2008

Madagascar Social Science Orientation Seminar

Malaysia International Conference on Environment (ICENV 2008)

Peru 11th International Congress of Ethnobiology (ICE)

Philippines Leadership Course for Asian Women in Agriculture Research, Development and Extension

Portugal Individual training visit to university/research institute

Russia 2nd International IUPAC Conference on Green Chemistry

South Africa 10th World Conference on Animal Production

12th Pan-African Ornithological Congress (PAOC 12)

XXIII International Congress of Entomology

World Conference on Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (WOCMAP IV) “Using Plants for the Benefi t of 
People”

Spain Third International Meeting on Environmental Biotechnology & Engineering 

Suriname Association for Tropical Biology meeting 2008 

Sweden Resilience 2008 - International Science and Policy Conference 

World Water Week

Tanzania International Symposium “Underutilized Plant Species for Food, Nutrition, Income and Sustainable 
Development”

Togo 3rd International Symposium of REARB and the 1st Symposium of COMEC/PV

Tunisia BSAS/ICARDA International Conference: “Livestock and Global Climate Change”

UK The 12th Biennial Conference of the International Association for the Study of Commons

The 21st International ICFMH Symposium “Evolving Microbial Food Quality and Safety”

USA Society for Conservation Biology 2008 

Vietnam International Conference for Environment and Natural Resources

Vietnam Fishery and Aquaculture Institutional Network (ViFINET) International Aquaculture 
Workshop

A P P E N D I X  2 b

I F S  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 0 848



The need
Scientific research provides an important input for sustainable management of 
biological and water resources. Scientific knowledge is central for rural, urban, 
industrial, and policy development, which will lead to improvement of people’s 
livelihoods.

The mission
IFS shall contribute towards strengthening the capacity of developing countries 
to conduct relevant and high quality research on the sustainable management 
of biological and water resources. This will involve the study of physical, chemi-
cal, and biological processes, as well as relevant social and economic aspects, 
important in the conservation, production, and renewable utilisation of the 
natural resources base.

The strategy
IFS shall identify, through a careful selection process, promising young scientists 
from developing countries with potential to become future lead scientists and 
science leaders. They will receive support in their early careers to pursue high 
quality research in developing countries on problems relevant to the mission, 
which will help them to become established and recognised nationally and 
internationally. Additional supporting services will be provided to researchers 
in scientifically vulnerable institutions and countries.

IFS shall act in collaboration with Affiliated Organisations and other national, 
regional, and international institutions utilising the complementary strengths 
of such partnerships.

IFS mission statement
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Supporting young researchers 
in developing countries

The International Foundation for Science (IFS) 
supports scientifi c capacity building in developing 
countries. It gives research grants and supporting 
services to young scientists at the beginning of 
their research careers. 

IFS was established as a non-governmental orga-
nisation in 1972, is presently funded by more than 
15 donor organisations and has provided over 
6,500 grants to researchers in 100 countries.


